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Dedicated to Teresa Sheehan 


Introduction 


The1950s was Flooded with models, most of whom 
were aspiring actresses, singers, and dancers. 
There were blondes, brunettes, and redheads. While 
some of them achieved mainstream success in the 
entertainment industry, a lot of them did hot. When | 
think of the definition of a model, several women 
come to mind. [here names are June Kirby, Jann 
Darlyn, suzanne Ames, Madelyn Darrow, Larri 
Thomas, suzanne Alexander, and Pat sheehan. [hese 
seven models had a lot in common. They appeared on 
Queen For a Day alongside Jack Bailey, they toured the 
world to promote Guys and Dolls (1955), and they left 
the industry while in their 30s after getting married. 


They were good Friends with one another too. [heir 
differences were subtle. June Kirby yearned to be 
an actress, but married a southerner and retired in 
oouth Carolina. Jann Darlyn was a san Franciscan 
who studied music and later married a wealthy 
businessman. suzanne Ames was a model who was 


content with everything, wanting nothing more than to 
get married and have children. she -like Jann- 
married a wealthy businessman. Madelyn Darrow 
was crowned Miss Rheingold, did some acting, and 
married an athlete. Larri Thomas was a dancer who 
modeled because it helped her get more exposure. 
ouzanne Alexander was arguably the most talented 
of them, but was incredibly introverted. Pat sheehan 
achieved the most publicity For her Fast-lane 
lifestyle that included relationships with men like 
Eddie Fisher, Rod Taylor, and Bing Crosby. 


I've wanted to write about these Five women For 
years. [hey never became stars, nor did they 
achieve the status of Marilyn Monroe, Jane Russell, 
or Rita Hay worth. One of the things I've admired about 
them is that they were" 900d girls". In other words, 
they didn 't use sex to Further their careers. [hey 
were hardworking, talented, and engaging in what 
was the old-Fashioned approach to showbusiness. 


June shirley Kirby could've been defined as a" jack 
of all trades "since shedid everything ranging From 
arts toathletics. she was bornon January 5,1928 in 
New York City, New York to Robert and Martha Kirby. 
ohe hada half-brother named Ronald as well. Robert 
Kirby was a waiter, while her mother Martha wasa 
homemaker. [hey divorced in the 1930s,so June 
lived with her mother. she later had a half-brother 
named William sy bel. 


Asachild, she didn't think about performing. she 
thought about the visual arts. she loved painting, 
sewing, and photography. Contrary toreports that she 
performed with the Federal Theatre Pro ject, that 
was actually a much-older June Kirby. It wasn't until 
adulthood where she would start to appreciate acting. 
ohe graduated From Ferris High school in 1946, where 
she was voted "Prettiest Girl in school". she -like a lot 
of women oF that era- Figured that she'd bea 
stenographer. she'd later say inan interview "My 
typing was So poor...” ohe studied acting with Claudia 
Franck and sought work as a photographers ' model. 


It was evident that an entire lifetime wasn't enough 
For June Kirby,as she had a lot of interests and 
talents but lacked the time to pursue them to her 
Fullest potential. she studied watercolors atthe 
otudents' Art League, she swam at her hometown's 
recreational center, and she jogged nearby trails 
Whenever she could. she was Gertainly passionate 
about a lot of things, and it was amazing that she had 
time to do it. 


Her career started strong. she was crowned Posture 
Queen oF America by the National Chiropractic 
Association in October 1946. [hat same year, she was 
cast in the stage production of Carnival,and was the 
national spokesmodel of Chesterfield Cigarettes 
despite her disliking of cigarettes. she was also the 
spokesmodel For Joan-Marie Clothing. Although she 
was comfortable earning a minimal salary with these 
stress-Free gi9s, she wasn't satisFied. she wanted to 
bea star. 


June discover quickly that the industry was Filled 
with corruption when she became the pawn -anda 
victim- ina scheme orchestrated by ex-convict David 
Bender, whom she met on Broadway. He was awaiting 
trial when he swindled her Friend George Michael's 
money on June 15,1946 with a promise that he'd get 
him admitted to New York University. June wasa 
victim herself,as she was told by Bender that he 
would help her become a star. [he story made 
national headlines, with the Daily News dedicated 
three pages toit. [he only Flattering partoF the article 
was its author Frank Frank Ross saying," June is 
blonde and shaped to star in the dreams of millions of 
men.’ He also quoted actor Eddie Dowling saying that 
"This lovely gall June Kirby] should be in pictures." In 
the days when the Barbizon school of Modeling and 
Acting was a Serious institution, she studied there and 
later became an instructor. They ‘d later crown her 
"Girl oF the Year". 


Her debut on Broadway presented itselF in As the 
Girls Go, produced by Mike Todd. He reportedly didn't 
have enough showsgirls audition, so they had to recruit 
models through an agency to Fill these roles. That's 
When he met June. she ended up replacing Gregg 
oherwood, who left the production because she didn't 
get toact init. Todd said to June, "IF you can breathe, 
you got the part.” That was it. 


ohe continued doing everything she could to build her 
reputation in the industry. ohe danced at the stork 
Club, The sahara hotel, [he Colonial Inn, [he Monte 
Carlo,and Diamond Horseshoe's Violins Over 
Broadway. she modeled in magazines like Cover Girl, 
ocreenland, Photoplay, Life, Gala, PIC, TV Guide, 
Whisper, sunday Mirror, Collier 's, Intimate 
Romances, and Pageant. Her pinups were tasteFul 
though, and she preferred modeling Fashion rather 
than swimsuits. 


June was then cast in Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, 
which premiered on December 8,1949 at the Ziegfeld 
Theatre. It was another background part with ho 
dialogue, but it was easy which she liked. It gave her 
more space in her day to pursue her other hobbies, 
such as reading, badminton, and painting. she shared 
an apartment with aspiring dancers Antoinette and 
Bottina in Manhattan that year. 


ohe was signed by her good Friend Mike Todd For his 
new revue Peep show where she was Gast in the 
chorus second From the left. As the 1950s progressed, 
she grew tired of modeling. she took a leave From 
Peep ohow so she could think about her Future in the 
entertainment industry. Her parents agreed to send 
her to the Kingston Art school in England For a 
semester where she could Find other talents to 
pursue. June liked the visual arts, and there was an 
immense demand in Holly wood For people in that Field. 


While there, she met Billie smith. she wasa 
wardrobe mistress who suggested that she do some 
volunteering For a Film that was shorton 
seamstresses. It was with that she did wardrobe For 
The Tales of Hof Fman (1951), where she -and Brenda 
Gardner- designed the puppets, as well as the 
costumes that the puppets wore. ohe returned to New 
York to continue with Broadway, but would gradually 
pivot to desighing costumes in onstage and onscreen. 


It was that year when she met Richard Towers, who 
was a lifeguard -and occasional stage manager- who 
happened to be working in Peep show where June 
had once performed in. [hey First met at sha-Wan-Ga 
Lodge where she would swim regularly. [hey began 
dating steadily. He even helped Further her career by 
referring her For a part-as a Showgirl of course-ina 
variety show called The Beachcomber starring Lili ot. 
Cyr. June loved the all-expenses-paid trip to Florida 
that it included. The show's publicist labeled her as 
"Broadway's Most Beautiful Showgirl.’ 


They were engaged months later, but itended with 
both of them citing a lack of compatibility. It was 
heartbreaking, but there were a lot of men lining up to 
date June. she'd later dine Lawrence Tierney, 
Howard Hughes, Nick Savana, Mickey Rooney, Phil 
Jaccard, Larry sloane, Paul Zolla, Richard GrifFith, 
Mike O'shea, Bill Liebow, Miguel Aleman, and Kenneth 
Berg, the latter she was engaged to as well. she 
could've used dating to her advantage when Howard 
Hughes ofFered her a contract with RKO Pictures, but 
she refused because she wanted to win roles on her 
own merit. OF course, the Fact that Hughes hada 
reputation For having a metaphorical harem of 
Starlets didn't help either. 


ohe made progress in her career though, Finally 
qualifying For the American Federation of Television 
and Radio Artists. [his meant that she qualified For 
benefits, a pension, and larger onscreen roles, the 
First being on the Colgate Comedy Hour on October 3, 
1954. she then had a recurring role on Eddie Cantor's 
Comedy Theater as his secretary. she was thena 


gueston The Milton Berle show and did a Few 
episodes of Queen For a Day thanks toa referral From 
her roommate and lifelong Friend suzanne Ames. 


Her First chance to showcase her acting ability 
Finally arrived while she was attending the Herlihy- 
Davis Holly wood school of Drama. Bob Young,a 
prominent director, was searching For talent For the 
Stage production of Arsenic and Old Lace. she 
auditioned For the role of Elaine Harper, of which she 
was ultimately cast. Arsenic and Old Lace premiered 
at the Holly wood Repertory Theater on November 5, 
1954. she and her co-star Jay Douglas were Fantastic 
according to columnist Wylie Williams, who said that 
their roles Were’ pleasantly and capably handled.’ 


In 1955, she was a Finalist in Miss Rheingold, which 
paved the way For a contract at Metro-GoldwynMayer. 
The studio saw a lot of potential in her,and they were 
impressed with her extensive resume. she was 
given walk-on roles in New York Confidential (1955), 
Kismet (1955) and Guys and Dolls (1955), the latter of 


which would change the tra jectory of her career 
after an hour-long interview with it's producer 
samuel Goldwyn Jr. she was one of six women 
chosen -out of thousands who applied- to tour with the 
cast of Guys and Dolls (1955). It was strange because 
even though her appearance in the Film itselF is 
difficult -iFf not impossible- to see, she was an 
important part oF the tour and actually got more 
publicity than a lot of the Film's stars. 


June Kirby and Marlon Brando in Guys and Dolls (1955) 


June Kirby Suzanne Ames, and Howard Keel in Kismet (1955) > 
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It was perhaps the most lengthy tour in the history of 
Holly wood, but it paid a respectable $1/5 a week with 
expenses paid by the studio. They visited Los 
Angeles, California, New Orleans, Louisiana, Memphis, 
Tennessee and New York City, New York. They toured 
26 cities in the country by March 1956. The tour later 
became international. [hey spent weeks in Australia 
and New Zealand. AFterwards, they toured south 
America, Where the Film did well. Their last 
destination included various countries in Europe 
(Uruguay, France, and the United Kingdom). While 
mostoF the Goldwyn Girls grew weary, June loved it. 
ohe was quoted by columnist Vernon scott as saying 
"We've basically been on vacation. After the tour 
concluded, she returned in Holly wood. 


AFter returning From the tour, she did a commercial 
For Burgermeister Beer that is available For viewing 
atthe University of California, Los Angeles ' Film and 
Television Archive. [he Following year, she appeared 
in The Garment Jungle (1957) as arunway model 
alongside Madelyn Darrow and Jann Darlyn. she can 


be seen wearinga black gown and white gloves as the 
manager -played by Lee J. Cobb- is giving his sona 
tour of the store. As they walked past June, he said "Do 
You like those models?" she appeared in silk 
Stockings (1957) and The Last Hurrah (1958) in similar 
roles. 


June Kirby in Guys and Dolls (1955) 


Her most prolific acting performance was aired on 
February 4,1957 when she appeared in an episode oF 
Highway Patrol titled statute of Limitations. In it, she 
portrayed Barbara Franklin, who's driving with her 
boy Friend -played by Bing Russell- when they hita 
girl while speeding. she's Followed by police 
throughout the episode as they discover that she was 
involved in arobbery and plans to Flee the country 
with her boyfriend's accomplice. As expected, June 
was as glamourous as ever. she was Convincing too as 
the scheming girlfriend who tries to avoid law 
enforcement. 


ohe started getting other of Fers todo guest parts, but 
she was soswamped designing costumes For two 
primetime television series, Patrol Car and The 
Adventures of the Big Man. As the 1950s concluded, 
she did wardrobe For eleven wide-release Films 
including The Atomic Man (1955), The Deadliest Sin 
(1955), and Silent Stranger (1957). She liked it more 
than modeling, as it gave her a chance to use her mind 
rather than her body. 


In 1958, she appeared in TraFFic Court -a series that 
reenacted actual court cases- starring Edgar Allan 
Jones Jr where she demonstrated great acting 
ability by sobbing on the witness stand in handcuFFs. 
ohe had enough of Forgettable acting 919s, so she hada 
brief Fling with singing. she Flew to Russia with 
singer Toni Carrol during the height of the Cold War, 
Where they performed a well-received duet 
together. It was clear that being a star in the soviet 
Union was a lost eFFort, so she returned to Holly wood 


Arthur Freed asked her todo Bells Are Ringing (1960), 
which would be her last Film. She had a role as one of 
the party guests. she was reunited with several has- 
been models including suzanne Ames, Lorraine 
Crawford, Helen Chapman, and sue Casey. It was 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's last big-budget musical. 
June Kirby once said in an interview with Vincent 
Adams that,"I would trade it [Famel For a little place out 
in the country,a husband, and a couple of kids to worry 
about." That's exactly what she did when she married 
Roy Whitlock, a veteran of World War II who was 


awarded the Purple Heart. You wouldn't think thata 
model From New York City would Fallin love with a ex- 
marine southerner, but that's exactly what happened. 


They were wed on August 20,1960, and planned to 
Start their happy Family in Decatur, Georgia. It was 
another surprise to Friends of June,as the rural 
neighborhoods of Georgia were a sharp contrast to her 
glamourous life in Holly wood and New York. They had 
a daughter named shawn, who'd later become a 
schoolteacher. Although June loved her new life,she 
couldn't quit Holly wood Forever. she continued to do 
wardrobe For several Films including Supergirl! 
(1984). 


oadly, Roy Beekman Whitlock died on December 23, 
1984 in Augusta, Georgia aFter a brief illness. [he 
grieving widow left Georgia shortly thereafter. she 
moved to Aiken, south Carolina where she met 
Bogumil "Bob" Przybysz,a veteran who immigrated 
From Poland asa child. [hey got married, and 
remained married happily.In marrying Przybysz,she 
becamea stepmother as well. 


ohe did not care about Fame, nor did she dwell on her 
past life in Holly wood. When I last spoke with her in 
veptember 2020, | encouraged her to write her 
memoirs. ohe said, "It was So long ago..." |eventually 
asked her if she'd doan interview with me, which 
She politely declined. 


ohe died on March 6, 2022 in Aiken, south Carolina at 
the age of 94 with her husband by her side. Classic 
Images and Ihe Augusta Chronicle published her 
obituaries, while a service was held days later at 
Westover Memorial Park. Although she never 
achieved the stardom that she expected to, she has a 
special place in history among Filmgoers. 


from [orf 


One of the most successFul brunettes in Holly wood 
was Jann Darlyn, who was sometimes credited as 
Jan Darlyn. she was born as Mildred Darlyn Mersich 
on August 21,1929 in san Rafael, California to Gustov 
and Carolyn Mersich, who were immigrants From 
Yugoslavia. she had a sister named Helene too. Asa 
child, she studied music. ohe sang and was an 
accomplished pianist. she was a Star in high school. 
ohe was an academic, an avid reader, and a great 
vocalist. she proved herselF to be a good performer 
weeks before her graduation when he made her 
onstage debut in Boomerang on May 25,1947. 


According to the santa Cruz sentinel, Jann planned to 
havea career in public relations. [hat changed. AFter 
graduating From Lowell High ochool, she joineda 
modeling troupe called the American-,Jugoslav 
Juniors who modeled coats, hats, and shoes at various 
Fashion events. While June Kirby studied modeling 
at Barbizon, Jann attended House of Charm where she 
learned makeup, posture, and hair. Meanwhile, the 
City of san Francisco was preparing For it's annual 


pageant. It wasn't uncommon For the san Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce to post Flyers at House of 
Charm torecruit contestants, which is exactly what 
they did. 


Jann Faced some hefty competition that included 
Former semifinalist Lorraine Hinton and Nuvia 
Cabrera, the First immigrant to compete in the 
pageant. Jann sang asongftitled "Once ina While" 
Which was met with applause, and she was crowned 
Miss oan Franciscoon May 1,1952. The runner-ups 
were Patricia McBride and Helen Wells. she 
competed in Miss Californiaon June 6,1952 where 
She placed third. As required, she made the rounds at 
various events to promote the pageant. she appeared 
at the California International Home show, san 
Francisco's Auto show, and the California state Fair. 
ohe even got to meet that year's Miss America. 
According to columnist Herb Caen, Jann said "That's 
the closest I'll get to being Miss America.’ 


ohe enrolled at san Francisco City College months 
later where she continued her studies in music. she 
wanted to be known For her talent as a songstress 
rather than another gorgeous Face. ohe continued 
expanding her resume though, modeling with Lilli Ann 
Co,a manufacturer of Fine garments. 


AFter earning a degree, she Flew to Holly wood to 
pursue the dream. Her two predecessors of Miss san 
Francisco, Pat Sheehan and Barbara Eden, had become 
great successes in the entertainment industry, and 
Jann wanted to Follow suit. Jann, like June Kirby, 
made her onscreen debut on the Colgate Comedy 
Hour, [he Liberace show, and Eddie Cantor 's Comedy 
Theatre. she had changed her name to Jann atthe 
request of her agent, who thought that Mildred wasa 
dowdy hame. 


Jann Darlynin Miss California -> 


It seemed that the stage name was a good choice, as 
she was named Girlof the Golden West weeks later 
by the Western Harness Association. ohe thought that 
racking up pageant titles would do her career some 
good, so she went to the Beverly Hills Hotel on April 14, 
1955 where hundreds of women were applying to be 
Miss Rheingold. she was one of eight selected, but 
ultimately did not win. 


Her career had stalled For years, but she Finally hada 
breakthrough when she was cast in Guys and Dolls 
(1955) aFter an hour-long interview with it's producer 
samuel Goldwyn Jr. she was one of six women 
chosen -out of thousands who appliedto tour with the 
cast of Guys and Dolls (1955). It was an international 
tour where she toured 26 cities and several 
countries. It was exhausting, but she met some great 
Friends along the way. One of the women on the tour, 
Madelyn Darrow, would bea lifelong Friend of Jann. 


Jann Darlyn in Guys and Dolls (1955) -> 


It was agreat year For Jann, and two additional Films 
Anything Goes (1956) and The Ten Commandments 
(1956) Followed. The Following year, she appeared in 
TheGarment Jungle (1957) as arunway model 
alongside Madelyn Darrow and June Kirby. she can 
be seen wearing a gown and black gloves by the 
doorway as the manager -played by Lee J.Cobbis 
giving his son a tour of the store. she had another 
brief appearance in The Joker is Wild (1957) where 
she shared the screen with the legendary Frank 
oinatra. 


On October 28,1957, she made a highly-publicized 
appearance ata Los Angeles Dodgers pre-season 
event to promote what was the team's premiere year 
with the city of Los Angeles. [he woman who was 
every where and did everything marked another 
category in sports. On Oct 26,1957, Jann appeared in 
Perry Mason. It wasn't just her breakthrough role, but 
it gave her an opportunity todo some legitimate acting. 
It was on one of the most popular television series in 
history nonetheless. she portrayed Miss Carling, who 


telephones her lover while he's gambling at a casino. 
Her last line is "I'll be waiting.’ Anyone interested in 
seeing Jann 's acting ability can watch the episode 
Free-of-charge on Pluto TV. 


Jann Darlyn and Marlon Brando in Guys and Dolls (1955) 


Jann Darlynin The Naked and the Dead (1958) -> 


ohe was on two episodes of [he Bob Cummings show 
as well. One of the episodes, Bob Butters Beck, Beck 
Butters Better, has her and models Suzanne Lloyd and 
Lisa Davis posing on a tractor For a photograph. ohe has 
dialogue, but it's muFFled by various sound effects. 
On The Jack Benny Program, she is seen witha 
wheelbarrow of money assisting with a trivia 
segment. [hose episodes can be seen -in low 
resolution-on YouTube. 


It was that year when she was named spokesmodel 
For abevy of companies. she was crowned Max 
Factor 's Girl of 1957, and took honors in Germany 
while demonstrating techniques For applying 
makeup. ohe represented ParcelAir, where she 
appeared in various hewspapers holding shipping 
containers to promote their expanding services. On 
October 31st,she reigned over National Tuna Week. 
One of the photographs in this chapter will show that 
she did modeling For Friskies Pet Food. 


Jann's last Films were The Naked and the Dead (1958) 
as Betty and The Rise and Fall of Legs Diamond (1960) 
as areceptionist. [hat was the end of her career as 

an actress, but she wasn 't gonna quit modeling so soon. 
AFter a brief audition with a producer at NBC, she was 
hired as one of the models on Jack Bailey 's Queen For 
a Day, which was one of the most popular series on 
television. 


Unlike June Kirby, Jann was Frequently on the 
series rather than part-time. she earned $250 a week 
alongside Maxine Reeves, Carol Anders, suzanne 
Alexander, and Jolene Brand. she was single, and she 
needed a steady paycheck. [That was her primarily 
concern, and Queen For a Day provided just that. 


Her tenure on Queen For a Day was brief, as she would 
leave the series to Wed a man she planned to spend 
her life with.On Junel/,1960, Jann married Dr. 
George otedman Huard. He was a divorcee with a son, 
but he was wealthy nonetheless. [hey hada son 
named James. [he union ended, with rumors 


Spiraling that he cheated on her with Dion Bondshu,a 
dancer in Las Vegas. IF that didn 't complicate matters, 
the relationship with Bondshu resulted ina child Jann 
Darlynand Jack Bailey on Queen For a Day -> hamed 
Heidi being born. Jann was ready tomoveon with her 
life. 


On March 4,1967, she married Horatio Robert "Bob" 
Plate, a grocery tycoon. He adopted Jann's son James. 
The couple lived in Atherton, California For decades 
aFter leaving Holly wood, where she becamea 
successFul realtor as a lot of Former models do. she 
later moved to Houston, Texas after her husband died. 


AS OF 2023, Jann is in great health. Although she has ho 
plans to return to Holly wood, she loves hearing From 
Fans. ohe's happily retired in Paso Robles, California 
near her son James, whoownsa vineyard.I ve had 
correspondence with her via mail,and she's always 
been pleasant. 


ouzanne Ames has the distinction of being the most 
obscure oF our three models. she's soobscure that 
the public wasn't informed about her death until 
Glamour Girls of the silver ocreen reported it 
roughly adecade afterwards. ohe was born with the 
conspicuous hame ouzann Louise Plotner on 
February 1,1933 in Los Angeles, California to John and 
Mary Plotner. she had a half-sister named Linda who 
did some modeling, and three half-brothers. she - 
while not getting into detail- had a difFicult childhood. 


ohe graduated From Holly wood High school, getting 
her startin the industry was when she was hired asa 
technician. Her being seen by anightclub owner led to 
her gig asa showgirl at the Moulin Rogue. [he reason 
that suzanne changed her surname to Ames was 
because it started with the letter"a" and thus gave 
her the Front position in choruses that were 
alphabetical. 


Suzanne Ames in Two Tickets to Broadway (1951) -> 


Although most historians think that suzanne Ames 
was a ballerina who joined the Metropolitan Opera 
Ballet in 1952, that was adifFerent suzanne Ames -her 
surname was Ainbinder- born in Chicago, Illinois. 
ouzanne Ames the model was just that. she loved 
modeling, and had no ambitions to be a triple-threat 
perFormer. 


ohe was a Vargus Girl who began her career with 
parts in Two Tickets to Broad way (1951), and The Las 
Vegas Story (1952) which were both successes. She 
was primarily a showgirl, as she was gorgeous and 
somewhat talented enough to be convincing on 
camera. [hose whom she worked with Found her 
professional and courteous. 


ouzanne Ames on Queen For a Day -> 


Her closest bout with Fame was in1953 when she was 
crowned a I-Venus alongside Five women that 
included Angie Dickinson, Sue Casey, Dawn Oney, 
Mary Ann Edwards, and Dona Cole. It was a contest 
hosted by NBC, who was searching For talent. It 
guaranteed her a year of work with the network 
Where she would appear in various primetime 
television series. 


It's unfortunate, but most of her work was Forgettable. 
ohe starred in Giant Football Roundup, Colgate Comedy 
Hour, [he Harry Richman show, The Bob Hope show, 
and All star Revue. According to her sister, she did 
commercials For Dove soap as well. sidney skolsky 
said that" shel[Suzanne] resembles Jane Russell." 


Her title as a T-Venus prompted an appearance in IV 
Guide, which caught the attention of mogul, tycoon, and 
Filmmaker Howard Hughes. He had earned a 
reputation For hiring hundreds of women to RKO 
otudios, but not helping them Further their careers. 
ouzanne was no exception to this. she accepted 
Hughes oF Fer at $250 a week. He cast her in two Films, 
The French Line (1954) and Son of Sinbad (1955). The 
latter Film she appeared as one of Several 
interchangeable women watching Lili ot. Cyr upstage 
her. [he greatest thing about it was that is gave 
ouzanne Ames her First onscreen dialogue. she can 
be heard saying in unison with the other women, 
"Farewell, Sinbad!" Suzanne would later say that 
Hughes was a"creep'. ohe was one of 623 applicants 
chosen to tour as "The sinbadettes " along with Yvonne 
White, Dorothy Van Dyke, and Andre Cleve. 


ouzanne Ames' greatest achievement in Holly wood 
was arguably her roleon Jack Bailey 's Queen Fora 
Day. she joined the series in 1954 - while sharing an 
apartment with Fellow model June Kirby- and stayed 
with them through 1962. she once said that she loved 
working with Jeanne Cagney, who was like a mentor 
to her. 


suzanne Ames in Guys and Dolls (1955) 


ouzanne Ames as a T-Venus -> 
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Although she wasn't in Guys and Dolls (1955) like June 
Kirby and Jann Darlyn, she did tour with the cast after 
Pat oheehan left the tour to star in Man with the Gun 
(1955) alongside Robert Mitchum. She dyed her hair 
brown and traveled to several countries to help 
promote this box-of Fice success. It became a liFe- 
altering experience when she had an uncomfortable 
Flight with severe turbulence. Ihe ordeal scared her, 
and she never did airplane travel again except once 
when she -using medication- Flew to New York City 
with her daughter. 


ouzanne appeared in Kismet (1955) as one of the 
women in the Caliph's harem, but a lot of her scenes 
were deleted From the released version. It Was ho 
Fault of her own though, as the deleted scenes were 
due to suggestive language in the script. Her daughter 
ohawn told me, "I had iton DVD, but my mother refused 
to watch it." That was another Film where she starred 
alongside her Friend June Kirby. 


In 1958, Suzanne was castas a co-host to Byron Palmer 
in Yakity Yak on ABC. It was based on the game show of 
the same name in London, England. Unfortunately, it 
didn't prove popular in the United states of America, 
and it hever aired. Other co-hosts who tested For it 
were Bobette Bentley, Colleen Drake, and Janan Hart. 
Itis available to view at the University of California, 
Los Angeles 'Film and Television Archive For anyone 
interested in seeing it. 


Holly wood's last hoorah to the 1950s-era of Filmmaking 
was the release of Bells Are Ringing (1960). It was the 
last Film by Metro-Goldw yn-Mayer in the musical 
genre, and it was sort oF a reunion of the models and 
contract players that decorated these lavish Films 
For years. suzanne, along with June Kirby, Lorraine 
CrawFord, sue Casey, and several others were in it. 


ohe married William Howard Fredrick, whoowned 
Holly wood Ranch Market. They met while suzanne 
was working atthe juice bar their parttime. [hey had 
gone steady For years before marrying one another. 
They had two children named shawn -who was 


named after June Kirby 'sdaughter- and William. An 
interesting Footnote is that ohawn later dated Jann 
Darlyn'sson James Plate. These models werea 
close-knit group as anyone could see. 


Suzanne Ames in Kismet (1955) 


ouzanne became a realtor aFter marrying William. 
According to her half-sister, she wanted to havea 
Family and Felt that it's difFicult-iF not impossible- to 
be anactress simultaneously. she lived in Toluca 
Lake For decades where she raised her children. 
ohe was avery intelligent woman as well, much too 
intelligent to limit herself to showbusiness. she 
Started several businesses, which were very 
successFul. 


AFter her husband died, suzanne went into 
semiretirement. she continued operating her 
businesses and supporting herself. she was Fiercely 
independent. sadly, her health worsened aFter she 
Fell and broke her leg. It's possible that she hada 
stroke, but regardless her condition worsened within 
a year and she didn't wanna leave her home. she died 
on February 25, 2013 surrounded by her loved ones. 
ohe was interred beside her husband. 


Her daughter, shawn, had this to say about her mother ' 
S career: 


"ohe didn't care about it. Ihere were a lot of things that 
we didn't Know about until decades later. | remember 
watching The French Line (1954) on television, and 
She walked by saying "I was in that" in such a casual 
way.l|am still surprised when | search her online and 
Find different movies that she did that | never heard 
of. It wasn't an important part oF her life.’ 


ohe spoke of her mother's colleagues on Queen For a 
Day as well: 


"We had lavish gatherings at our house. As a child, | 
remember meeting several of her Friends who she 
worked with.| met June Kirby, who was atthe hospital 
when I was born. she ‘d often Fly to California to visit 
us.I dated Jann's[Darlyn] son in high school. Naida 
[Curtis] was another model my mother was close with, 
and she was my brother's godmother. Maxine Reeves 
was another woman we Saw Frequently. [hey were 


like Family tous.My mother would even have 
reunions every several years. ohe didn't like 
Holly wood, but she loved the people she met there.’ 


In addition to the Fact that Madelyn Darrow did several 
Films and was crowned Miss Rheingold, her sister 
was actress Barbara Darrow. Madelyn was born on 
February 26,1935 in Newport Beach, California to 
George and Alice Wittlinger. Her name was Madelyn 
Constance Wittlinger, which she would later change 
to Follow the Footsteps of her sister who used the 
name Darrow as well. she had another sister hamed 
Alice, who was justas gorgeous but wouldn't pursue 
showbusiness. 


AFter graduating From Holly wood High school, she 
appeared in The Adventures of Ha j ji Baba where she 
portrayed one of Elaine stewart s handmaidens. 
AFter Failing to win Miss 102, she changed her 
surname to Darrow. It Seemed to be eFFective 
because she was immediately cast in [he Conqueror 
(1956) alongside her sister. She was then crowned 
Princess of the Los Angeles International Flower 
ohow. 


Madelyn Darrow and Barbara Darrow — 


ohe dated a bevy of men including Gary Crosby, 
Robert Dix, Martin "Marty "Kimmel, [heodore "Ted" 
Kennedy, Ronald "Ronnie" Knox, stuart Cramer III, 
Buddy Bregman, and Dennis James. she was 
considered for a role in Around the World in 80 Days 
(1956), but Mike Todd Felt her to inexperienced. 
Instead, she participated in the nationwide tour with 
actresses Kipp Hamilton and Lori Nelson. 


Madelyn then toured with the cast -and had a walk-on 
role- of Guys and Dolls (1955), visiting several 
countries and Four continents. she became close 
Friends with co-star Jann Darlyn. [he two were 
inseparable. she'd later appear in two additional Films 
with Jann. [hey starred in Ihe fen Commandments 
(1956) and The Garment Jungle (1957) together. After 
leaving the industry, they ‘d host dinners and practice 
tennis together. she claimed that while on tour, she 
got several marriage proposals overseas. ohe'd later 
say "All these Foreign boys were terriFic, but I'll take 
an American any time.’ 


Madelyn Darrow in Guys and Dolls (1955) > 


Her breakthrough came in 1957 when she began 
competing For the title of Miss Rheingold. she was 
reportedly one of 500 applicants, which was 
narrowed to several Finalists that included Marilyn 
Miner and Carolyn otroupe. This involved months of 
touring -another tour that she had to endure- the 
country to encourage people to vote For her. It was one 
of the best years For Rheingold Beer, with roughly 20 
million voters participating. While giving photographs 
to Fans, she said toan enthusiastic reporter, "I think | 
had two bottles before starting this contest, but I'm 
beginning to like the beverage.’ 


ohe was crowned Miss Rheingold in December 1957, 
accepting the honors in New York. she'd spend the 
Following year as the spokesmodel For Rheingold 
Beer, where she was told to say nothing but positive 
things about the popular beverage whether or not the 
statements were true. 


ohe -preferring the life of a socialite- married a 
tennis champion hamed Pancho Gonzalez on July 9, 
1960 at Beverly Vista Presbyterian Church. They had 
twins hamed Christina and Marisa, and later had two 
additional daughters named Andrea and shawna. 
Madelyn's career cooled afterwards. she devoted 
her life to her husband and children. she'd even do 
tennis competitively in her spare time, with her 
husband coaching her. 


Their marriage didn't pan out so well. They divorced 
twice aFter several reconciliations. she once Said of 
the marriage, "People always ask me how I canlive 
with such a vicious-looking terror. It's easy because I 
m the only person he can 'tlive without" They 
maintained a civil relationship while raising their 
Four children. 


ohe gave her last interview on October 12, 2000 with 
the Daily News, where she Said of her winning of 
Miss Rheingold,"My prize was $50,000, ” They paid for 
my apartmenton sutton Place. | had a limousine at my 
disposal. was so young. | thought that was how all New 
Yorkers lived.’ Although her death wasn't publicly 
reported, her niece told me in 2020 that she died in 
the 2010s. she was one of the oldest Miss Rheingold 
winners. ohe will be missed. 


Madelyn Darrow and Pancho Gonzalez - 1960s 


Lida"Larri’ Larrimore Thomas had animpressive 
career as a dancer, and she was a credible actress 
too. che was born in New England toa wealthy Family. 
Her mother, Lida Larrimore was a bestselling author 
Who wrote Robin Hill, Mulberry Square,and The 
Wagon and the otar. she hada Father named Thomas 
anda sister hamed Nancy. [hey spend their childhood 
in Tredyffrin, Pennsylvania where they werea 
prominent Family. 


AsacChild, she studied various Forms of dance with 
the intent to pursue it professionally. she joined The 
Cannon Ballet as a teenager, performing across the 
country.In New York, she was discovered by Ed 
Wynn. He told her that she had a"ZiegFeld Face" and 
Should be a ZieoFeld Girl. she did that For several 
months before -Feeling unchallenged- Flying to 

Holly wood to be a dancer. Upon her arrival, she told 
columnist Hal Humphry "I came to Holly wood two 
weeks ago because | had the Feeling everything was 
moving out here, and! wanted to get in early.’ 


Ed Wynn helped her again by hiring her as adancer 
on All-otar Revue, where she appeared in several 
episodes. ohe secured an agent, rented a Gar, and 
Found a roommate in actress Ann McCrea. she was 
ready to begin her rise to stardom. she modeled, but 
only because it helped her get 900d exposure. It's 
apparent that she didn ‘ten joy it. che modeled things 
like arevolving shelf of jars, towels, bicycles, anda 
washing machine. 


Larri Thomas in Guys and Dolls (1955) 


ohe did several Films, including Eight Iron Men (1952), 
Million Dollar Mermaid (1952), House of Wax (1953), 
Here Come the Girls (1953), How to Marry a Millionaire 
(1953), and Easy to Love (1953). They were immense 
successes. While Filming Road to Bali (1952), she met 
oylvia Lewis. she was another dancer who'd bea 
lifelong Friend. [hey ‘d later collaborate together on 
various pro jects like [he Ray Bolger show. she also 
became close Friends with Barrie Chase. 


AFter these Films, Larri vacationed in owitzerland. 
ohe returned and appeared in Destry (1954), Lucky 
Me (1954), There's No Business Like Show Business 
(1954), and Ring of Fear (1954) where she portrayed a 
circus performer. It was that year that she dated 
Donald O'Connor and John Bromfield, both whom were 
prolific actors. she chose the latter, and they went 
Steady For months. He even gave her a Cadillac. 


Larri Thomas and John Bromfield -> 


One of Larri's most prolific roles was in Guys and 
Dolls (1955) as one of the dancers accompanying 
Vivian Blaine. she eventually did the worldwide tour. 
Thedifference between Larriand the other models 
who did the tour is that Larriis easy to see in the Film. 
ohe is in several scenes, and the camera is Focused 
on her wonderful dancing. 


When Marlon Brando -the Film's star- was asked 
about Larri, he said "she's pretty good, isn't she?" 
Whether it was a compliment to her dancing or her 
beauty, it didn 't matter. Larri was smitten with John. 
When Erskine Johnson asked her about marriage, 
She said "I'm in Favor of it” After Larri returned From 
the tour, John got her a role in Curucu, Beast of the 
Amazon (1956) which he was starring in. They Flew to 
Brazil to Film it.On a whim, she and John wed on 
December 27,1955 on a nearby cruise. 


Their marriage began well. It wasn't surprising that it 
ended though, as John Bromfield had two divorces 
beforehand. [he marriage ended in 1961. Although 
they divorced, they remained good Friends as he'd 
typically do with his ex-wives. He married Mary 
Tillotson, who was known professionally as Kalantan 
years later. When she asked about Larri, he'd say to 
her "oheisn 't much of an actress, but she's an 
incredible dancer." This is according to Mary 's 
autobiography Behind the Curtain, which was 
published in 2015. 


Larri Thomas in Curucu, Beast of the Amazon (1956) -> 


As the 1960s approached, she was as swamped with 
jobs. Michael Kidd cast her in Merry Andrew (1958). 
ohe appeared on [he Dean Martin show and An 
Evening with Fred Astaire. she was a Hermes Pan and 
Earl Barton dancer. Her television Career was on Fire. 
ohe continued to have immense success onscreen, 
appearing in several Films. she had no desire to study 
acting, despite advice From her agent that she should 
if she wanted to Further her career. she wasnt 
interested in it. 


ohe did get the acting opportunity of a lifetime though 
aFter getting a starring role ina television series 
titled His Model Wife. It was sadly not purchased by a 
network after poor ratings on [he Comedy spot. she 
didn't complain about this mild setback,as she 
continued to get glamorous roles throughout the 1960s 
despite being in her late-30s to early-40s. 


ohe married the love of her life, Bruce Hoy in 1966. 
They had two children named Amy and Elizabeth, and 
things seemed great until her career as a dancer 
declined aFter she was diagnosed witha rare 
condition that blinded her leFt eye. she leFt [he Dean 
Martin show because of it. It was emotionally 
devastating, and she had difficulties Finding parts 
afterwards. ohe did land the role of Henrietta Hippo -in 
the costume, not the voice- on New Zoo Revue, which 
gave her steady employment throughout the 1970s. 


The remainder of her career was limited to walk-on 
parts. she appeared in Dynasty, Coach, and Cheers. 
ohe en joyed a quiet retirement while regularly 
attending dance-related charities, events, and 
reunions. she regularly received fan mail From 
around the world. As a teenager, | even sent her 
photographs that she gladly signed and personalized 
For me. she was a lovely woman who appreciated her 
Fans. 


Unfortunately, Larri had Finished shopping in October 
2013 when she Fell while walking to her car. 
Apparently this wasn'tan abnormal thing to happen to 
her, so she didn't seek medical attention despite 
bystanders telling her that she should. ohe later 
suffered complications From having hit her head. 
ohe died ata hospital on October 20, 2013. She was 
perhaps the most Famous of the models in this book, 
and certainly the most talented. she will forever be 
remembered by Filmgoers For her Films. 


oylvia Lewis wrote a touching memory of Larri 
Thomas on her website as Follows: 


"| met Larri during rehearsals on the Colgate Comedy 
Hour. We were introduced to this gorgeous, pulled- 
together blonde who walked into the rehearsal hall as 
having just arrived From the east coast ready to 
dance. | think that some of the dancers were a bit 
intimidated by Larri's presence. After getting to know 
her, we Found out what a lovely person she was. 


ouzanne Alexander was one of the most talented, 
gorgeous, and likeable women in Holly wood. she was 
also one of the most underrated. Her dark hair, distinct 
voice, and Flawless complexion was popular with 
audiences on television, as she was seen daily on 
Queen For a Day and weekly on Juke Box Jury. she 
was one of the go-to models For agencies who needed 
an attractive, yet classy woman toshowcase 
everything including Fashion, swimwear, appliances, 
and cosmetics. 


Cwendolynne “Suzanne” Alice Ann White was born 
on veptember 8,1931 in Toronto, Canada to William 
White and Gwendolyn Haynes. Her Father was a 
renowned concert entertainer, while her mother 
was -an unoF Ficial- Miss Canada of 1918. 
Unfortunately, her mother didn’t achieve the 
success that she yearned For, so she tried toachieve 
it through her daughter suzanne. A controlling and 
authoritative mother would create enormous 
difficulties For suzanne throughout her childhood. 


ouzanne began performing as a teenager when her 
mother enrolled her and her brother Will J. White in 
Figure skating. Although they weren't among the best 
athletes, they were recognized For their abilities to 
perform in the presence of an audience. seeing their 
potential, their instructor recommended that they 
study acting. [hey were gifted, particularly suzanne 
with her glamourous image and natural abilities to 
portray in-depth characters. Their Family moved to 
Pennsylvania and later New York after Will was 
accepted to the renowned American Academy oF 
Dramatic Arts. suzanne lived with her aunt until she 
got accepted into the institution. Suzanne had 
ambitions to be a dramatic actress and vocalist, while 
Will Focused on beinga “character” actor. She 

of Ficially immigrated to the United states of America 
on March 25,1947. 


ouzanne graduated From the American Academy oF 
Dramatic Arts in 1948 -with actress Grace Kelly- 
Where her brother had graduated From years prior. 
ohe moved with her Family to Los Angeles, California 
to pursue a Career in Holly wood, where she was 
Fortunate enough to be hired as Dinah Shore's 
secretary;it was a position that she held For three 
years, and it gave her the opportunity to rub shoulders 
with actors, producers, and directors. 


ohe began building her resume by competing in 
pageants, in which she was successFul. ohe was 
crowned Miss studio City of 1949, Miss san Fernando 
Valley of 1949, Queen of the Fiesta of 1950, Miss 
Vegetable Plate of 1953, and was a Finalist in Queen oF 
the Home Show in 1952. She received the “key tothe 
city” by Studio City’s Chamber of Commerce after 
being crowned Miss oan Fernando Valley. The last 
surviving contestant of that pageant, Teri Reid (her 
stage name), described Suzanne as being unusually 
withdrawn, shy, and reserved. Although that seemed 
unusual For an aspiring actress, Marilyn Monroe had 
exhibited those qualities too. 


AFter being crowned Miss oan Fernando Valley on 
May 7,1949 by Frank Galpin, she competed For the title 
of Miss California in santa Cruz, California. The 
competition began on June 9th and concluded on June 
12th with 21 contestants. This all-expenses-paid trip 
was one of the most memorable parts of her career. 
ohe stayed at the Rio Del Mar Hotel and dined at the 
Cocanut Grove. she was truly given the 5-star 
treatment. 


The Festivities were hosted by Bill Baldwin with 
music provided by the santa Cruz Beach symphonic 
Band. she placed an impressive Fourth aFter 
performing a monologue that was telecasted on KPIX, 
which critics described as breathtaking. she 
accepted honors onstage -bestowed by Lieutenant 
Governor Goodwin Knight- ina white swimsuit in Front 
of roughly 25,000 spectators. Her prizes includeda 
radio and a handbag. Joan Pederson of santa Rosa, 
California would be crowned Miss California oF that 
year,and would compete For the title of Miss America 
Shortly thereafter. 


On April 28,1950, suzanne Finally got her First 
televised role on the series Club Time opposite Bob 
McLaughlin where she portrayed a secretary. she 
retired From contests afterwards and Focused on her 
career as an actress, while continuing to live with 
her recently-divorced mother on Moorpark otreet in 
otudio City, California. A brief engagement to music 
mogul Jerry Lester Followed, but ended partly 
because of Suzanne’s Fear of leaving her mother 


Her relationship with her mother was unusual and 
codependent.Even after reaching adulthood, suzanne 
and her mother had an evening ritual where they 
would soak their hair in water For several minutes, 
drink a glass of red wine, and hold hands as they Fell 
asleep in separate beds that were perpendicular 
with each other. Although suzanne discussed this 
ritual with Friends as though it was normal, it could’ve 
been areason For her Fear of marriage as she would 
have toleave her mother. 


AFter intense training, she joined the Gateway stock 
Company. ohe began acting onstage in the production 
of Time and the Conways on June 28, 1948 in 
Morristown, lennessee. It was aFterwards that she 
got her First reviews, and they were outstanding. [he 
New York Critics’ Circle labeled her as" one of the 
most outstanding young actresses in America" while 
Malcolm Millerof of The Knoxville Journal said 
"Gwendolynne White was well cast For the role of 
psy chic Kay Conway. ohe presented a beautiFul 
picture as she sat by the window in the moonlight, 
trying to Fathom the Future of the confused Conways.’ 


Dear Ruth was her next onstage success. she played 
the title character alongside [Thomas Legate. [he 
Morristown Gazette Mail called her "extremely 
talented and beautiful". she left the company to star in 
the of F-Broadway production of [he Enchanted 
Cottage atthe John Drew Theater alongside susan 
Peters, but it was cancelled soon aFterwards. 


Her most prolific onstage role was in Detective story 
atthe Ivar Theater on June 4, 1951 -starring Allen 
Jenkins- while appearing on television in series like 
ochlitz Play house and China omith, the latter of which 
she portrayed a Latina helping detectives locate 
Stolen drugs. [he reviews of the production were 
positive, with columnist Mozelle Dinehart saying that 
“Her [Suzanne's] career is zooming.” A romance 
ensued between her and the production's star, Frank 
Emanuel Fiumara. Her parents were not Fond of her 
dating an Italian, soshe often met with him in secret. 
Although they were together for years, they hever 
married as suzanne promised her Father on his 
deathbed that she wouldn’t marry him. 


Unfortunately, Detective story concluded that year. 
ouzanne kept herself occupied though, as she was 
modeling for Thrifty’s Drug Stores and the American 
Association of Advertising Agencies. Her acting 
career progressed with roles on Ladies Matinee with 
Jack Rourke and Photography is Funinarisque 
segment titled “How to Pose Nude.” Unfortunately, 


these were Forgettable roles where she portrayed 
models. she was hoping For the opportunity toleave 
modeling and become a Serious actress; quoting 
every model ever, “Modeling is the most boring job in 
the world.” Suzanne's hopes would soon come to 
Fruition. 


ouzanne’s First prominent televised appearance was 
on the series Racket squad, appearing in two back-to- 
back episodes as Lillian Lester. The story consisted 
of a widower who must support herself while raising 
her daughter, then losing custody of her daughter for 
False allegations of heglect. Mimi Gibson, who played 
her daughter, remembers suzanne as being sweet 
and uncorrupted by Holly wood. [hey took a lot oF 
photographs together, which Mimi has among her 
possessions. It was that year that she used the hame 
“Suzanne Alexander” rather than her actual name 
“Cwen”".It was an idea of her mother’s that was 
meant to copy one of the characters, the aspiring 
performer Susan Alexander, in Citizen Kane (1941). 


Raiders of the Seven Seas (1953) was Suzanne’s First 
appearance ina movie, and it would be one of several 
colorful “Arabian night” themed movies that she 
would appear in. Although it was an uncredited role as 
a handmaiden, she was honored to perform alongside 
Donna Reed in a pivotal scene where she alerts the 
guards that Barbarossa entered the suzanne 
Alexander and Mimi Gibson on Racket squad - 1952 
palace. Latin Lovers (1953) was her second role ina 
movie, and it would be one of several in which she 
would portray ethnic characters that were 
contributed to her dark hair and Flawless complexion. 
It was another uncredited role where she played an 
unnamed Brazilian, but she shared the screen with 
Star Lana Turner; it was another Fond experience in 
her life, but a realization that blondes were more 
desirable onscreen than brunettes. Blondes got 
Starring roles while brunettes played supporting or 
ethnic characters. 


Suzanne Alexander in Princess of the Nile (1954) -> 


Her third movie was The AFfairs of Dobie Gillis (1953) 
Starring Debbie Reynolds, where she was one of Five 
unnamed co-eds at the Fictional Grainbelt University. 
Her Fourth movie was Flight Nurse (1953) where she 
played Madonna, a Former girlfriend of one of the 
wounded soldiers who appears -with no dialogue- 
during adrug-induced hallucination. Although it was a 
Slower-than-expected progression to stardom, she 
was thankFul to have Four big-budget movies and 
several television series on her resume. 


In 1953, suzanne was discovered by Howard Hughes on 
a beach in santa Monica, California. Howard had 
managed RKO Pictures For years, and he had 
developed a hobby of sighing unknown -but beautiful 
nonetheless- models with the hopes of transForming 
them into stars. Although a romance never happened, 
he admired her beauty, class, and respectability. He 
signed her toa contract with RKO Pictures, which 
Followed with a role in The French Line (1954) where 
she is seen descending the stairs in the “Any Gal 
From Texas” scene with actresses Kim Novak and Pat 


Sheehan. A role in Son of Sinbad (1955) Followed, 
which was iconic For its cast that included 106 
actresses. Both of these movies were Filmed in 3-D. 


Her role in the Son of Sinbad (1955) -as a Harem Girl- 
was more substantial, as she is seen winking at 
oinbad (portrayed by Dale Robertson) as he is 
awaiting sentencing. Unfortunately, suzanne was 
among hundreds of actresses whom Howard Hughes 
had signed For RKO Pictures. There was a lot oF 
competition, and roles were scarce. Suzanne's 
mother was annoyed that her daughter wasn t getting 
enough attention, and she asked Howard Hughes to 
release her From her contract. 


ouzanne was now Free to audition For larger roles. 
Cat-Women of the Moon (1953). It was her First major 
role onscreen; she portrayed Beta, a villainous alien — 
alongside the villain Alpha portrayed by Carol 
Brewster- who murders twoof the story's heroes 
(one witha knife aFter luring him toa cave of gold, and 
the other witha rock to thwart her escape) before 


being killed herself. It was her First and only role as 
an antagonist, but she did Fantastically well in that role 
While proving that she had more range as an actress 
than she had been given credit For. 


ohe gave perhaps the most infamous and important 
line of the movie, “We have no use For men”, which 
helped Foreshadow the Following events in the 
Storyline. Although it was a low-budget sci-Fi movie, it 
is credited by historians as having paved the way For 
the sci-Fi genre. It would continue to see success in 
double-Features at drive-in theaters, often being 
paired with movies directed by Roger Corman. It was 
also praised For its soundtrack, which was composed 
by Elmer Bernstein. 


ouzanne Alexander on the Juke Box Jury —> 


ouzanne’s outstanding performance caught the 
attention of Louis Shurr, who was one of Holly wood’s 
most successFul agents having represented stars 
like Bob Hope, Ginger Rogers, and Dolores Gray. Louis’ 
methods as an agent included transforming starlets 
into stars by rejecting lowbudget movies. He agreed 
to represent suzanne on the condition that she not do 
another low-budget movie, nor that she do another 
unsympathetic role. 


His Fear was that she would be typecast -a Fate that 
actresses June Kenney and Y vonne Lime sufFered- 
and that it could limit her career. He also persuaded 
her touse the name “Suzann Alexander” rather than 
“Suzanne Alexander in the credits of Cat Women of 
the Moon andre jectany publicity (interviews, 
pictorials, etc) associated the production. Although 
suzanne could’ ve had a great career in that genre, 
She, Louis, and -of course- her mother saw suzanne 
as being destined For greater things. 


ouzanne Alexander on Queen For a Day —> 
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Things seemed promising under Louis’ guidance. He 
got suzanne her First supporting role onscreen in 
Down Three Dark Streets (1954), which starred 
Broderick Crawford and Ruth Roman. In this drama, 
ouzanne played Brenda Ralles. she gave another 
outstanding performance by demonstrating her 
ability to cry on demand while opting For a shorter 
hairstyle to Fit the script. Her character is murdered 
and tossed ina dumpster. Although reviews of the 
movie were lukewarm, it was a defining 
performance in her career. Critics agreed that 
ouzanne was underused in the production however, 
with Glenn Erickson saying “Getting short shriFt 
below the three top-billed actresses is the cute, dark- 
eyed ouzanne Alexander, whois given only a couple 
of on-camera moments to shine.” 


Holly wood had been good to her until March 1954 when 
her paycheck was stolen by Robert Bacigalupo, a 
window washer.In what was aslow week in the 
news, Suzanne’s pictorials were splattered in the 
Daily News and the Los Angeles Times. Thankfully, 
police of Ficers arrested the thieF a day later and 
ouzanne’s paycheck was returned to her. 


Suzanne Alexander in Girl in the Red-Velvet Swing (1955) 


Between appearances onscreen, ouzanne competed 
For the title of Miss Rheingold in 1954. A popular 
pageant in the 1950’s that was sponsored by Rheingold 
Brewery, ouzanne was a Finalist who competed 
alongside Barbara Wilson, Jean Moorhead, stephanie 
GrifFin, Grace Brown, Nancy Woodruff, Rosemarie 
Bowe (Robert Stack’s soon-to-be wife), and Suzanne 
Ames. ohe also shook hands with baseball player 
Willie Mays while touring to promote the pageant. 
They would compete in New York For the crown, but 
ouzanne ultimately did not win. She would -with 
Finalist Rosemarie Bowe- actasa judge the pageant a 
year later. she soon began modeling leather jackets 
at Wilson's House of Suede. 


“Tran into Suzanne at the Farmer’s Market shortly 
aFter her Father passed away. He made her promise 
on his deathbed that she wouldn't marry Frank 
[Fiumaral. She was devastated, but she loved her 
Father and respected his wishes.” - Barbara Wilson 
on March 11, 2022 


Barbara Wilson was one oF the six Finalists For Miss 
Rheingold that year, as well as a credible actress. she 
recalled that Suzanne’s mother escorted her to the 
pageants, which supported the belief that she was 
overbearing. she also remembered that Suzanne was 
smitten with an Italian man named Frank Fiumara, the 
aforementioned actor whom her parents strongly 
opposed. She Felt that Suzanne’s eventual suicide 
was the result of years of grieving that she never 
married the man she loved. 


suzanne began modeling on Jack Bailey's Queen Fora 
Day in 1953 ona part-time basis while pursuing other 
opportunities. Queen For a Day had reached the height 
of its popularity on daytime television, with notable 
models like Maxine Reeves, Pat sheehan, Carol 
oilversparre (she named her daughter after 
suzanne), and Gloria Moore being on staff. Suzanne 
mainly presented housewares and attire to 
audiences while occasionally presenting awards to 
the winner. It was after her First appearance on the 
series that suzanne would Find Fortune. 


AFter her First appearance concluded, suzanne 
walked to her car to meet with the other models For 
coFFee at the Holly wood Plaza Hotel when she was 
seen by Peter Potter. Peter had been a successFul 
disc jockey and host, and he was searching For a Go- 
host For his series Juke Box Jury where celebrities 
would identify songs For prizes. He approached her 
and - captivated by her charm and class- ofFered her 
the role.Even though it was another “model” role that 
required no talent, it was a steady paycheck that 
merely demanded an hour a day on her schedule. she 
also realized that it would 9ive her more exposure on 
primetime television, hence more opportunities For 
legitimate acting. 


ouzanne was now aregular on two successFul series, 
and became a Familiar Face on television. she would 
do rehearsals on Queen For a Day From 1lam until 
12:15pm, later doing Juke Box Jury inthe evening on 
the same lot. It was the ideal schedule For an actress, 
as she had enough time to audition For other roles. 


ohe landed walk-on roles in Princess oF the Nile 
(1954) starring Debra Paget and The Girl in the Red- 
Velvet Swing (1955) -hand-picked by producer 
Charles Brackett- starring Joan Collins while 
appearing on three episodes of The Bob Cummings 
ohow. In March of that year, she graced the cover of 
the magazine Pageant and appearing in the issue’s 
article “The Very Model.” She would model For the 
magazine againin January 1956. she had a role in 
Daddy Long Legs (1955) weeks later in the 
“International Playboy” scene where she is seen 
draped in Fur and reaching towards Fred Astaire as 
he descends the stairs. Joi Lansing and Barrie Chase 
are in the sequence as well. 


On April 7,1955, suzanne starred on an episode of 
Public Defender titled “The Sapphire Mink” in what 
was seen aS a Caricature of her career. [he story 
consisted of a model who moves to Holly wood to 
pursue a career as an actress only to Find herself 
modeling coats because she is deemed “too classy” to 
appear onscreen. It was arguably her greatest 
performance oF her career, prompting photographer 
Elmer Holloway todoa photoshoot with her in the attire 
that she wore during Filming. Her Fans were 
captivated by ascenein which she wore ho makeup, 
which wasrare For any Starlet of that era. 


“We modeled on Juke Box Jury together for years. 
Peter [Potter] was my brother-in-law, which is how | 
got the job. suzanne was a very troubled girl. she was 
quiet, shy, and introverted. I’m not surprised that she 
committed suicide. she was a great model though. | 
was particularly suspicious of her brother. He looked 
nothing like her... he was a Fair-skinned blonde while 
she was an olive-skinned brunette. One of them 
must've been adopted or something.” — Lisa Davis on 
March 4, 2022 


ouzanne Alexander on Texaco Star Theater -> 


suzanne Alexander in Guys and Dolls (1955) 


On April 9,1955, columnist Gene Inge wrote an article 
on suzanne titled “Beauty Queen Gets Change to Go 
Dramatic” where he asked readers “ She’s beautiful, 
but can she act?” It was the First nationally 
distributed profile on her, which she took advantage 
of by telling readers that she was serious about being 
a dramatic actress despite her modeling gigs. 
Although Suzanne didn't appear in Guys and Dolls 
(1955), she was chosen by Samuel Goldwyn to tour 
with the cast as one of the Goldwyn Girls aFter Pat 
oheehan had left to star in Man with the Gun (1955). 
ouzanne traveled to countries like Australia, Brazil, 
Argentina,and Japan with stars Marlon Brando and 
Frank sinatra. she was a guest oF honor at parties, 
dances, and premiere, met with Presidents, and was 
showered with gifts. It was a year where she truly 
Felt like a star. During the tour, she was interviewed 
by columnist Bob Krauss, who said that she had “the 
biggest, darkest, deepest, Friendliest eyes you ever 
saw. It was during the tour that she met actress Jann 
Darlyn, who would later model on Queen For a Day as 
well. Jann remembers suzanne Fondly, describing 


her asa “sweet, but shy girl.” The tour concluded and 
the models returned to Holly wood on June 24,1956, 
having visited 15 countries, 55 cities, and three 
continents. OF the experience, Suzanne said “They 
[men] Followed us wherever we went.” 


ouzanne Alexander on Richard Diamond, Private Detective - February 15,1959 


Suzanne Alexander on Solid Gold Cadillac (1956) -> 
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In what was perhaps Suzanne’s greatest opportunity - 
and disappointment- came when an agent saw her ata 
café with her mother and asked her if she would 
audition For Mike Todd’s Around the World in 80 Days 
(1956). Suzanne was one of the selected women who 
tested For the role -which is preserved at the Library 
of Congress- of Princess Aouda in 1955 aFter Donna 
Reed had re jected it,and she was the clear 
Frontrunner. [he other women who auditioned 
included Marla English, Jacqueline Park, Lisa Davis, 
Eleanor Tanen, Audrey Conti, Joan Elan, sylvia Lewis, 
and Eugenia Paul. [he role was then narrowed down to 
ouzanne and Marla, who did their Final screen tests 
with actor David Niven on september 16, 1955. 


Nobody -other than Suzanne's mother- wanted 
suzanne for the role more than the movie's producer 
Mike Todd. suzanne First met Mike in August 1953 
aFter Founding his postproduction company Todd-AO. 
He had hired suzanne that year todo screen tests For 
Footage that he would use to present his recently 
developed widescreen technology to studios. 
Although that hadn‘t done much for Suzanne's career, 


Mike hoped that Around the World in 80 Days (1956) 
would be a win-win For both parties. 


Unfortunately, the producers chose ohirley 
MacLaine instead, who had re jected the of Fer twice 
before reconsidering. Had shirley -whom would 
acknowledge years later that she was miscast- not 
changed her mind in accepting the role, suzanne 
would’ ve been cast as Princess Aouda. It was a ma jor 
setback in Suzanne's career, but she continued to 
have success on Queen For a Day -where she was 
earning $250 a week- and Juke Box Jury. [he latter 
series -which she later shared hosting duties with 
Jean Moorhead- concluded shortly thereafter. The 
rights to the series are owned by Peter Potter’s 
Former secretary, Ann Folsom. 


Mike Todd had promised her that he'd Find parts For 
her as he continued producing movies, but his 
eventual marriage to Elizabeth Taylor Followed by his 
premature death on March 22,1958 in an airplane 
accident ended the proposal. It was another stumble 


in Suzanne's career, and it was then that she realized 
that success in Holly wood can change in an instant. 
ohe regretted the direction that her career had taken, 
and she wished that she had continued the low-budget 
sci-Fi genre where she had her greatest onscreen 
SuCGeSS. 


Although disappointed, Suzanne didn't let this ordeal 
keep her From what she en joyed doing. she 
continued to pursue complex, in-depth roles on 
television.On May 3,1956, she appeared in Four star 
Play house -opposite Dick Powell- as Willie's 
intoxicated date. [hat same year, she appeared on 
The Bob Cummings show in what was arare comedic 
role For her asa catty secretary named Louise. 


In Crossroads a year later, she starred as Celeste in 
an episode titled “Anatole of the Bayous” set in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. she had an active role in this 
episode that included stopping a Fight between and 
islander and a settler, alerting Anatole Martin -a 
minister- of a wicked deed that her love interest was 


planning todo, and helping bring peace between the 
islanders and the settlers. Her brother, Will, had 
become arecurring player in the series and had 
recommended his sister For a part. It was the only 
role Suzanne got with her brother’s help, as both 
siblings swore to carve their own paths in Holly wood. 


Suzanne Alexander and Kathy Marlowe in The Garment Jungle (1957) -> 


suzanne didn ‘t have another substantial role in 
movies, instead being casted in walk-on roles in solid 
Cold Cadillac (1956) and 1 Married a Woman (1958). The 
latter wasn ta 900d experience, as Suzanne was 
given the news about her Father’s death during 
rehearsals. Furthermore, it was her First onscreen 
role in years where she had ho dialogue and a lot oF 
her brief presence onscreen was behind a Gamera 
that her character was holding. It didn’t help that she - 
as well as the other gorgeous women in the cast- 
were upstaged by blonde bombshell Diana Dors. 


ohe had a better experience in solid Gold Cadillac, 
where the gowns she wore by Jean Louis earned the 
movie an Academy Award For Best Costume Design. 
Her role was aS an Unnamed model employed by the 
Fictitious International Projects Corporation; dressed 
as an unconventional -and in her words, “a happy ”- 
engineer, her character advertises the company’s 
diesel engine. 


ohe played Joanne in The Garment Jungle (1957), 
Where she was reunited with Former and current 
colleagues June Kirby, Madelyn Darrow, Millicent 
Deming, and Jann Darlyn. [he producer, Harry 
Kleiner, said that he hired suzanne because she was 
“slender, but not too slender.” Although she only had 
one line, she did partake in a lot of publicity For the 
movie’s release which included newspaper and 
magazine pictorials. Sadly, her one line “That must be 
the boss’ son” was so insignificant and unimportant 
that even her co-stars Kathy Marlowe and Marilyn 
Hanold have norecollection of her being in the Film. 


suzanne Alexander on Crossroads (April 20,1956 ) -> 


It was mid-1958 when suzanne was offered to take 
partina pilot of steve Canyon, based on the 
successFul comic strip by Milton Caniff. she would 
portray Nurse Jeets, a no-nonsense hurse who Gares 
For wounded soldiers. Although she was meanttobea 
recurring Character, her role was written out of the 
series because producers wanted scripts that 
Focused on the characters in the original Comic 
strips. It wouldn't have done much For her career 
any ways,as the series was cancelled after two 
seasons. 


Although disappointed, she had a lot of additional 
television work that year that kept her busy. she hada 
role on an episode of [he Loretta Young show titled 
Air otewardess where she -as Andrea Dodd- portrays 
the lazy, complaining, and unsympathetic roommate 
of an airlines stewardess. After hearing echoes of 
the airplanes From the nearby airport,she says “we 
really outta move.” This and other television 
appearances of Suzanne's are preserved at the UCLA 
Film & Television Archive. 


James Bacon did a story on her titled “TV Gal Seen, Not 
Heard” in 1959, which documented her career on 
Queen For a Day. It was a last-ditch effort -during an 
uneventful week in news- torevive her waning 
career, with her saying “I've wanted to be an actress 
and model ever since! can remember” while giving 
intimate details about her life that included her habit 
of talking to herself before rehearsals and usinga 
secret “modeling Formula’ to mentor models. 
Arguably her greatest advice to actresses in this 
interview was “Inacting, you always have to 
remember that the audience has never heard the 
line before, and you have todeliver it so they 
understand it.” 


ohe did some modeling For a cosmetics company 
called Rogue and did -in what would be her last acting 
role onscreen For thirteen years- a guest role on 
Richard Diamond, Private Detective as an unnamed 
brunette who- along with a blonde played by Gloria 
Tennes- refuses to use the pool with Richard 
because “girls From California don'tswim.” 


Unfortunately, her career began to Fade as the 
decade ended; with Fewer acting roles being of Fered 
to her, she took modeling gigs which included an 
international tour For the Rose Marie Reid swimming 
suit Company called “Swimshapes by the Ounce” 
with co-star and Friend Carol silversparre. They 
traveled to Australia to promote the swimwear at the 
Reef Hotel on March 14,1959. Marianne and Charlotte 
Guice were models -and twins- who participated in 
the three-week tour. They remembered suzanne as 
being modest and unassuming. Marianne spoke about 
how ouzanne would do anything asked by the 
modeling agency, while Charlotte recalled a more 
troubling incident where a stewardess accidently 


turbulence. suzanne did another tour with the 
company a year later, only it was throughout Europe. 
Mona Nardone, another model on this tour, 
remembered the models buying Rolex watches For 
their spouses and boyfriends while suzanne -who 
was Single- bought one For her brother. 


As the 1960's approached, Suzanne changed her 
appearance toreflect the changes of the decade. she 
trimmed her hair in Favor of a “bob cut” that had been 
made Famous by Vidal sassoon while changing her 
red lipstick toa shade of pink. she premiered this look 
in TV Guide on August 13,1960 in the hopes that she 
wouldn't be left behind in the prior decade like a lot of 
her contemporaries were. 


Additional models were hired on Queen For a Day, but 
none of them were as popular with audiences as 
ouzanne was. ohe hada likeable persona that people 
loved. She was a headliner on Queen For a Day's 18th 
anniversary on April 27,1962 and continued to star on 
the series until its conclusion on October 2, 1964. 


suzanne married Rexford “Rex” Colbert-known as 
one oF Holly wood's eligible bachelors- on September 
28,1963 at the All saints Episcopal Church in Beverly 
Hills, California, after being pressured by her mother 
todo so in the hopes that he - who was employed with 
Metro-Goldw yn-Mayer as an executive- could boost 
ouzanne’s career. He was 17 years older than her 
though, and they barely knew each other. suzanne 
approached her mother on the day of her wedding, 
saying “I don’t wannado this.” Her mother replied, 
“We've already paid For it. You're wearing the dress. 
It’s going to happen.” She was giving Suzanne her 
Freedom, but in Suzanne’s eyes, her mother was 
abandoning her. 


Their marriage was short-lived, and they divorced in 
May 1966. It certainly didn't boost Suzanne's career 
either, as her husband wanted her to abandon her 
career in lieu of a traditional life asa wife and 
mother. suzanne -and her mother of course- 
resented the idea, which contributed to their 
eventual divorce. Rex hever remarried, and became 


eventual divorce. Rex never remarried, and became 
a hotelier and restaurateur in southern California. He 
died on April 2, 2002 in Los Angeles, California. 


"I'm surprised that her mother [Gwendolyn] would let 
her marry Rex. she was so controlling of suzanne. 
she must've had a lot of Faith that he could boost 


suzanne’ s career.” - Jolene Brand in 2021 


ohe decided to reevaluate her career as an actress, 
and took courses in design. she secured employ ment 
with an apparel company where she designed 
outerwear. she continued to do modeling though, and 
made her last appearance onscreen on an episode oF 
Mod Squad titled “The Wild Weekend” as a saleslady 
ina Flashback that Pete and sally were having. 
Although she had a mere Four lines, she looked 
Fantastic; with her “Manhattan Rose” lipstick, only 
ouzanne could make a cameo look glamourous. Ina 
decade where a lot of her colleagues “aged out” of 
the industry, suzanne had continued to pursue her 
dream. 


While suzanne was chasing the Fading dream, her 
brother Will had become a successFul character 
actor. He appeared on The Good Life, Ironside, Bonanza, 
and Perry Mason. He usually portrayed guards, 

of Ficers, detectives, reporters, and sailors. Although 
he had oF Fered to help suzanne, she always refused 
as she was determined to maintain her 
independence. Will married Elaine Devry,an actress 
and Mickey Rooney's ex-wife who had respectable 
roles in The Atomic Kid (1954) and China Doll (1958) 
before establishing herself as a character actress. 
They eventually retired From the industry and lived 
in Grants Pass, Oregon Far From Holly wood. Will died 
on April 23,1992 in Grants Pass, Oregon. 


“She was a sweet girl who hada very tragic ending.” 
- Elaine Devry in 2021 


ouzanne always wanted a sister, whichis what she 
Found in Elaine Devry. [hey hada lot in common; they 
were gorgeous actresses, both were born in the 
1930's, and they were against using nepotism, 
seminude modeling, and dating to Further their 
careers. [hey were very close, and it Was good For 
ouzanne to have another role-model besides her 
mother. In addition, suzanne was impressed that 
Elaine was willing to Forfeit her alimony with Mickey 
Rooney inorder to marry Will. It showed dedication 
and love, and suzanne was glad that her brother whom 
she was Glose with had somebody like that in his life. 


As the 1970's progressed, so did Suzanne’s troubles. In 
an era Where most models were Forcibly retired 
after reaching their 30's, Suzanne struggled trying to 
actand model in her 40’s, Facing mounting Financial 
woes and the sorrow of being phased out of an 
industry that she had known For decades. she Fell into 
a depression, unwilling to seek treatment For Fear of 
the stigma that she Felt she would endure. ohe spent 
her daysina modest apartment in Los Angeles, 


California waiting by the telephone For anything 
of Fered to her. 


“She was more than a co-worker though. She was a 
Friend. ohe was the bridesmaid at my wedding. | even 
named my daughter after her... | think that the reason 

her acting career didn't launch was because she 
didn't like it enough. She always said that she loved 
acting, but that was just her trying to please her 
mother.” - Carol Silversparre in 2021 


On september 21,1975, Suzanne arrived at the 
oheraton Palace Hotel in san Francisco, California For 
a convention. she was there to model coats that she 
designed For an apparel company who was 
showcasing at the san Francisco International 
Antique ohow. Ina Frantic state, she locked herselF in 
her third-Floor room and leaped to her death. There 
was no note left, and people were in disbelieF. Her 
mother collapsed after hearing the news, and her co- 
workers didn t Suzanne Alexander on Mod Squad - 
February 15,1972 notice any signs of distress 
beForehand. some of her Friends believed that her 
Suicide was cocaine-induced while others suspected 
that she was murdered. 


ouzanne was interred at Forest Lawn Memorial Park 
“Holly wood Hills” in Los Angeles, California. Her 
mother - who blamed herself for her daughter’s 
death- would be buried next to her two years later. 
ouzanne’s Funeral was attended by her Family, 
Friends, and co-stars. [he 


oan Francisco Examiner and the san Francisco 
Chronicle published obituaries For her, but they didn’t 
doher justice. Although there was confusion and 
disputes about her reasons For having committed 
Suicide, people who knew her agreed that earth lost 
an incredible star that day and an even better person. 
ohe was a kind, sincere, and humble woman who was 
more talented than anyone would ever Know. 


Pat oheehan was one of the most talked-about women 
in Holly wood. Initially a San Franciscan vying For the 
title of Miss America, she quickly caught the attention 
of numerous columnists, producers, and admirers. 
ohe won pageants, appeared in newspapers such as 
the Los Angeles Times and the san Francisco 
Examiner, modeled For magazines like Scene and 
Parade, and attracted such men as Bing Crosby, 
Howard Hughes, and Rod Taylor. Her appearance was 
compared to actresses Marilyn Monroe and kita 

Hay worth. studios such as Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
20th Century Fox cast her For their movies, and she 
was Frequently seen on television with talents like 
Jonathan Winters, Mickey Rooney,and Art Linkletter. 


Patricia Ann Sheehan was born on september 7,1931 
in san Francisco, California. Her Father was Arthur E 
oheehan Sr, a veteran of World War|who was raised 
in Brockton, Massachusetts. Her mother was Gladys, 
who was born toa prominent Family in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. 


Pat graduated From Galileo High Schoolin June1949 
and gota part-time job at the Fisherman's Wharf near 
her home. she had hoped to be stenographer -a job 
prospect that was abandoned when she did poorly at 
shorthand-or a nurse. It was a liFe that she Felt 
destined For, not realizing that she would pursue and 
instrumentally different path. Pat pursued modeling 
at the urging of her Friends shortly after graduating. 
ohe entered local beauty pageants, appeared in auto 
shows, and modeled For advertisements in the san 
Francisco Chronicle, the san Francisco Examiner, 
and on posters. 


It was in september 1949 that the city of san 
Francisco was planning For its Miss Milkmaid 
competition, sponsored by the saints and sinners 
Club. Pat prepared rigorously For this competition, 
reciting a monologue For hundreds of spectators. Pat 
won and was crowned Miss Milkmaid at the saints and 
oinners Ball in October 1949. 


Pat Sheehan as Miss Milkmaid (October 1949) -> 


ohe realized that she wanted to be a model, so she 
enrolled at the Dorothy Farrier school of Modeling and 
Charm to learn the trade of modeling. An recruiter at 
Pan American Airways saw Pat at the school, and 
hired her to pose For the airline's advertisements in 
March 1950. she was crowned Miss Pan American 
Airways that year (a Fictional title created by the 
airliner) and they sponsored her For the city’s 
upcoming Miss san Francisco pageant. she was the 
First applicant, entering the competition on April 11, 
1950. ohe was among hineteen women competing For 
the title. Her inexperience and lack of training in the 
arts was compensated by her beauty and charm. she 
advanced in the competition rather easily, deFeating 
such talents as Barbara Eden who placed Fifth. 


The semifinals were held on May 8,1950 at 6:30pm at 
The Emporium. It was a busy week For Pat,as she was 
also competing against 24 competitors For the title of 
“Miss World Trade.” Although she advanced to the 
Finals of World Trade Week, she lost toactress 
Kristine Miller. The Finals For Miss san Francisco 


were scheduled For May 15. Pat had planned to recite 
Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address For the talent 
competition, but that was met with criticism. she 
ultimately decided on a monologue that she Found ata 
library. [he Finals were hosted by Russ Byrd with Bud 
Moore and his orchestra performing, while the 
judges were senator Gerald O'Gara, supervisor 
Marvin Lewis, columnists Jack MacDowell and Jack 
Rosenbaum, actor's agent George Duusglas, hotelier Al 
Williams, disc jockey James Grady, and designer 
Betty Klein. 


Pat did Fantastically well throughout the competition, 
being awarded high scores For the swimsuit 
competition and the personality assessment. 
Unfortunately, she did poorly in the talent competition. 
Although she had rehearsed rigorously For it, she 
stumbled onstage; she stammered nervously through 
her monologue. Thankfully, the audience was 
encouraging, and she received applause while 
walking of Fstage. 


Pat Sheehan and Barbara Eden in Miss San Francisco (April 1950) -> 
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Pat was crowned Miss san Franciscoon May 15,1950 at 
the Paramount [heater in oan Francisco, California. 
She'd go to Santa Cruz, California the Following month 
to compete For Miss California, being escorted by 
columnist Herb Caen who reported on the event. Paul 
opeegle was hired by Pan American Airways to Goach 
her on her monologue, as they wanted to avoid a repeat 
of her awFul performance. she was among 
seventeen gorgeous women who were competing in 
Front of 30,000 spectators For a$500 scholarship,a 
$250 diamond ring, and a chance at being crowned 
Miss America. Unfortunately, 


Pat was eliminated on June 10,1950 without placing. 
ohe returned to her hometown and enrolled at san 
Francisco City College that Fall, only todrop out weeks 
later. she took odd jobs no matter how ridiculous they 
were, including appearances at the Calaveras County 
Fair -where she competed in a Frog-tickling 
competition For a chance to win $1,200- and the annual 
oan Francisco Dog show. Despite the setbacks, she 
was determined to succeed and Felt destined For 
greater things. 


Pat met George Duuglas in May 1950 while he wasa 
judge at the Miss san Francisco pageant. They dated 
Steadily For months, but Pat-who was employed at Bing 
Crosby Enterprises at the time- was being pursued by 
wealthy men;aware of this, George wasted no time in 
proposing toher. [hey wedon January 9,1951 in 
Carson City, Nevada. People were confused about why 
they married suddenly, considering she had 

re jected the advances of Bing Crosby and Gary 
Cooper. 


Bing got his vengeance though, as he used his 
inFluence to get George Fired at the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. The good part of that story is that 
George was paid a generous severance on the 
condition that he tell the media he resigned. He lived 
of F that severance For months. According to comedian 
ohecky Greene, Pat married George because she was 
enticed by George's sexual magnetism and that she 
would describe him as being “great in bed, buta 

Holly wood phony.” 


Their marriage began well; their son,Gregory Duuglas 
(born as Franz Nicholas Gregory Von Duuglas-llttu) 
was bornon October 21,1951 and they moved to Los 
Angeles, California afterward. [here was some good 
Fortune during their marriage when Pat was hired as 
a model on Queen For a Day on KH J-TV the Following 
year, which had been a ratings success on radio 
before being telecasted earlier that year. Pat was 
responsible For presenting gifts to the contestants - 
who were often poor and homely- alongside models 
Mary Ellen Gleason, Carol silversparre, Gloria Moore, 
and Josephine Burris with Jack Bailey as the host. 
The models Formed their own social group, often 
having lunch at the Holly wood Plaza Hotel aFter Pat 
oheehan and Nancy Ma jors at Pan American Airways 
- March 6,1951 rehearsals. Although her tenure on 
Queen For a Day was forgettable and none of her 
episodes exist anymore, she was honored with 
crowning the series’ First “King” on July 4,1952 in an 
exclusive primetime slot. 


Pat would’ ve en joyed her newfound Fame more had 
She not been burdened with being the Financial 
provider of their marriage, as George was not steadily 
employed. [his and other differences caused 
tension in their marriage, and they divorced on 
January 9,1954 in Los Angeles, California. In an 
interview weeks before their divorce with the san 
Francisco Examiner, Pat said “He [Ceorge Duuglas] has 
no initiative.” George remained active in Holly wood 
until his death on October 31,1989 in Los Angeles, 
California From liver cancer. He had been living with 
his niece, Claudette Radsack of HillHecht-Lancaster 
Productions. Even though he hadn't spoken with Pat in 
decades, he did muster enough strength to give her 
one last phone call and make amends For his missteps 
in their marriage. 


Pat’s romance with Bing Crosby Flourished. They met 
in 1949 while he was performing at the Marines 
Memorial [heater roughly a mile From her childhood 
home. Between performances, he saw her posing For 
photographs to promote another event. Enamored by 
her beauty, he approached her and asked her about 
her life and ambitions. He was surprised to discover 
that her Full-time job was doing heavy lifting by the 
docks, so he offered her a jobasa secretary at Bing 
Crosby Enterprises to which she accepted. Bing’s 
words to her were “lifting crates and cleaning Floors 
isn't For you.” 


Pat Sheehan and Jack Bailey on Queen For a Day 


Pat Sheehan and Nancy Ma jors - August 1951 


Pat eventually left Bing Crosby Enterprises so that 
she could pursue modeling on a Full-time basis, but 
that did not prevent Bing From pursuing her; letters 
and gifts From the crooner were common. He even 
telephoned her shortly before her elopement with 
George Duuglas, to which she responded by 
reminding him that he is a married man. 


They reconnected years later after Pat divorced her 
husband, with the san Francisco Examiner reporting 
on December 1,1953 that “(Pat) decided to show a little 
initiative of her own by phoning Bing Crosby, one of 
her old admirers. Crosby said that he was happy to 
hear From her and would phone her back.” Bing 
eventually proposed to her after several dates, but 
shere jected the of Fer citing their differences in 
age as beinga Factor. When asked about their prior 
relationship on March 16,1958 by the San Bernardino 
County Sun, Pat said “It was after his wife died,and he 
was very lonely. His boys Were in school or in the 
service, and|used to see him oF fF and on. The 
columnists said we were headed For the altar, but 
they were wrong. Bing is charming and Fun, but there 
was too much of a difference in our ages For me to 
take our Friendship too seriously.” They resumed 
dating in April 1957, having an on-again oFF-again 
relationship For months while Pat was employed at 
The Tropicana in Las Vegas, Nevada. 


Pat hada brief relationship with aviator and mogul 
Howard Hughes. Phillip Lambro was a Gcomposer who 
dated Pat in the 1980's. Although their relationship was 
brief, they shared various memorable experiences 
together. He recalled Pat telling him about an 
encounter that she had with Hughes. Lambro detailed 
this in his autobiography Close Encounters of the 
Worst Kind in 2007: 


“She told me about an encounter that she had with 
Howard Hughes in the 1950's while she wasa single 
mother. He saw her working ina nightclub, and 
assiduously pursued her For a date. "At the time," Pat 
said "I was living inan apartment on Gardner and 
ounset and|had to support my First son by my teenage 
marriage. | informed Howard that I'd be happy to go out 
todinner with him provided he pay For the babysitter.’ 
"How much will that cost?" Hughes asked. "About ten 
dollars,” Pat replied."That's no problem." Hughes said, 
and they made arrangements to meet that week. 
"Well Phillip,” Pat said."On the afternoon of our dinner 
engagement, Howard telephoned saying that his 


chauffeur would be by with the baby sitter money 
because he did not want me to be late. The chauffeur 
came by and handed me an envelope with ten brand 
new one-hundred dollar bills in it.|immediately called 
For the chauffeur to come back and told him to break 
one of the hundreds into twenties. While he was gone, 
| wrote Howard a note saying that twenty dollars would 
be more than adequate to take care of the babysitter 
and|hope that he wouldn't be of Fended, but I was 
returning the rest of his money." Pat said that when 
she and Hughes Finally encountered each other for 
dinner that twilight, he was absolutely disarmed over 
what she had done.” 


Hughes said. Hughes was kind enough toofFer Pata 
contract with RKO Pictures, where he'd cast her -and 
hundreds of other women- in various Films. Pat and 
Hughes maintained a good Friendship For decades. In 
Fact, she spoke with him less than a year before his 
death. she'd say to columnist James Bacon, "Nobody 
will ever know all the nice things that he's [Hughes] 
done For people." 


Although optimistic about her opportunity with RKO 
Pictures, it was short-lived. she later discovered that 
she was among hundreds of women that Howard 
Hughes signed toa contact. Furthermore, she Found 
that she was competing with well-established 
actresses for roles in Hughes’ movies. Her first role 
was in Son of Sinbad (1955) starring Dale Robertson 
and oally Forrest. she earned $250 a week during 
Filming, but it was enough to sustain her. Weeks after 
completing Son of Sinbad, Hughes’ cast her For The 
French Line (1954) starring Jane Russell and Gilbert 
Roland, Pat was released From her contract shortly 
after the movie's release, as were over 100 other 
actresses who were on contract with Howard Hughes. 


Pat Finally secured someone to manage her career 
and represent her interests, having met the 
renowned agent Louis Shurr at Ciro’s. He was able to 
get her cast in The Adventures of Haj ji Baba (1954) 
and Daddy Long Legs (1955), which were both released 
by 20th- Century Fox. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer gave her the opportunity to 
appear in some big-budget movies, such as Kismet 
(1955) starring Howard Keel and Ann Blyth. Pat was 
initially cast as a Princess vying For the Poet's 
attention. Despite a successful audition where she 
proved herself to be a competent actress, she had 
difficulties reciting her lines on camera and in Front 
of acastand crew. Pat 9rew Frustrated and asked to 
be dismissed From the production, and was promptly 
recastasa harem girl. 


Pat Sheehan in The French Line (1954) 


ohe recalled itas being an en joyable experience 
despite a lot of her scenes being deleted From the 
theatrical release. In an interview with [he Record 
on March 21,1956, she said "My Favorite Film I've 
worked on... Kismet.| worked nine weeks.| was very 
excited’ and wrote my Family torush down and see. 
Most of me ended up on the cutting room Floor and| 
was hardly in the picture.’ 


Pat Sheehan in Daddy Long Legs (1955) 


Cuys and Dolls (1955) was her next Film.It was amere 
walk-on role, but it was enough to attract the attention 
the movie's producer Samuel Goldwyn Jr. He asked 
Pat to participate in the nationwide tour with the cast 
in July 1955. As one of the Goldwyn Girls (a group of 
dancers chosen by samuel Goldwyn to appear in his 
movies), she posed For photographs and traveled 
across the country to promote the movie. Pat leFt the 
tour prematurely due to scheduling conFlicts. 


Frank oinatra, who starred in Guys and Dolls, met Pat 
during rehearsals. AFter touring with her to promote 
the movie, he called Pat and asked her to accompany 
him toa live show. she accepted his of Fer on the 
condition that they have separate hotel rooms, which 
he agreed to. Upon entering her room, she Found many 
precious gifts that included jewelry, clothing, and 
artwork.On the nearby coffee table, she Founda 
heartwarming card From Frank sinatra himselF. 


Pat Sheehan and Marlon Brando in Guys and Dolls (1955) -> 


oamuel Goldwyn Jr casther in his upcoming movie 
Man with the Cun (1955) starring Robert Mitchum and 
Jan oterling. ohe had a significantly larger role, 
appearing in humerous scenes while having 
choreography. Pat also uttered the lines “Nelly said 
we should be hearing soon” and “Bye”, which were 
her only audible lines in a movie. she was crowned 
Rodeo Queen by the Rodeo Cowboy Association aFter 
the Filming ended, butit was more of a phony title 
used to publicize the movie. 


Pat's last movie was Gigi (1958). She auditioned For the 
production in september 1957 while visiting Eddie 
Fisher in Los Angeles, staying at an apartment he 
provided For her between rehearsals. Although most 
of the Filming was done in France, she appeared in 
the scenes that were taken at Venice Beach in 
California. 


Pat sheehan achieved greater success on television. 
In Fact, she was one of television's biggest stars. NBC 
otudios casted her as a dancer on the variety series 
Texaco otar Theater -hosted by Jimmy Durante and 
Donald O’Connor- in a troupe of Five women known as 
The Durante Girls, where she earned $125 a week. 
ohe continued to have walk-on roles on such series 
as The Milton Berle show and The Bob Hope show. Pat 
briefly returned to her hometown to attend the 
Funeral of her Father, who died on september 25,1955 
in san Francisco, California. 


Pat Sheehan at The Brown Derby - March 17,1956 


ohe was arecurring guest on the last season of the 
Colgate Comedy Hour, starring alongside comedians 
like Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis,Gordon McRae, and 
Mickey Rooney. Pat was Featured on the series Finale 
as a blonde bombshell named Mildred in a role that 
was Written For her atthe urging oF Jerry Lewis, who 
told reporters that “with those curves, she'd be an 
ideal straight man For comics.” She presented 
Palmolive products and shared an onscreen kiss with 
Dean Martin. Although the script was criticized For its 
racist undertones towards Asians, 


Pat earned critical acclaim in a defining 
performance that would launch her career. While 
appearing on the series Finale, Pat was seen by 
sylvester “Pat” L. Weaver, who was the President of 
NBC. He was captivated by her, saying “Sign that girl!” 
He of Fered Pata seven-year contract with options For 
the network. ohe accepted the offer on January 23, 
1956, becoming the First starlet to be on contract in the 
history of television. 


Pat Sheehan on Texaco Star Theater -> 


Days after her contract began, Pat was givena 
Starring role on the NBC Comedy Hour. The series was 
similar most talk shows of that era, but it Focused 
more on music than comedy.Gale storm and Jonathan 
Winters were the primary headliners of the series, 
but Pat was labeled the “Queen of the NBC Comedy 
Hour’ by the network and garnered more publicity 
than the stars of the series. Jonathan Winters wasn t 
bothered by this, saying “Pat Sheehan? Lovely, yes 
lovely.” Pat was aregular on the series and appeared 
in almost every episode. 


The Comedy Hour was panned by critics like Variety 
For being “poorly conceived.” Pat's performance in 
the series was criticized as well, with columnist 
Terrance O’ Flaherty writing “I’m sorry that she [Pat 
was given some lines to read on the Comedy Hour the 
other night. Why spoil the illusion?” The series was 
cancelled, with Pat hosting the series Finaleon June 
10,1956. 


Pat Sheehan on the Colgate Comedy Hour (November 13,1955) -> 


Her most Frequent co-star on television was Art 
Linkletter. she starred with him on Inside Beverly 
Hills (1956), which was a 90- minute special giving an 
inside look at Holly wood's Finest estates, restaurants, 
and gatherings. In a role that lasted a mere 8 seconds, 
Pat was embraced by actor Peter Lawford before 
walking of Fstage. she had a larger role in another 90- 
minute special called Salute to Baseball (1956), where 
Pat starred as an unconventional umpire alongside 
Artas they had admiration For the sport. 


Another notable role of Pat's was on Matinee Theater, 
an anthology series that averaged 7 million viewers 
daily by its second season. Pat portrayed a Bohemian 
Artist in tattered clothing. Even though her 
appearance was brief, columnist John Maynard said 
that she “did it nicely” and reported that the series’ 
producer was considering her as arecurring 
character. 


Pat Sheehan and Art Linkletter on Salute to Baseball (April 15,1956) — 


As the momentum in Pat's career 9rew, so did the 
eFForts to Further her career. [he network hired 
Agnes Moorehead, an actress who later starred on 
Bewitched, as her acting teacher. Her classmates 
included Jack Benny’s daughter, Joan. They later 
hired Meredith Wilson has her vocal coach, who 
would say inaninterview “she[Pat] has an ear For 
music.” She was able to use much of what she 
learned in her modeling, as she did a lot of acting in 
her pictorials, pinups, and centerfolds with various 
gestures and Facial expressions. 


Pat later appeared in an episode of Blondie, which was 
a series based on Chic Young's successful comic 
strip. [he series starred Arthur Lake and Pamela 
Britton. she was in the episode, [he Other Woman, 
where Blondie mistakes her For being the librarian 
that Dagwood invited to lunch. Audiences who tuned in 
that night were surprised by her brief walk-on role 
considering theoverwhelming advertisements she 
appeared in before this episode aired. 


Pat Sheehan on the NBC Comedy Hour -> 


Pat began to grow weary of Holly wood. she was 
uncomFortable speaking on camera, she was not 
passionate nor interested in the art of acting, and she 
did not Feel that her acting abilities were progressing. 
This was clear in aninterview with the Chicago 
Tribune on March 3,1956 when Pat said, “I am studying 
dramatics, but| have no illusions about playing deep, 
tense roles... am the sexy type,and that is who] want 
to play.” According to her Future sister-in-law Barbara 
Fredrickson, “She [Pat] was hired to be the straight 
man when performing opposite of comedians, which 
she grew weary oF.” 


Pat's last venture in television Game when producer 
Wally sherman signed her, Juli Reding, and Barbara 
Barrett For his new series Juke Box Derby (a music- 
quiz TV show on CBS) hosted by Bill Bradley. Pat would 
bea hostess and was set For the series’ debut on 
February 9,1957. Unfortunately, the network -perhaps 
out of spite- reversed their decision to loan her to CBs, 
and she was replaced by actress Anne Fleming. 


Pat Sheehan on Blondie -> 


Pat was told in February 1957 -days after her 1-year 
anniversary with the network- that her contract 
would not be renewed, and she left humiliated. Aside 
From the lifelong Friendships that she made with the 
people (actors, producers, agents, and moguls) whom 
she worked alongside, she did not consider ita 
memorable part oF her life. Patacknowledged years 
later in aninterview with Pat Phillips that she wasa 
good Fit in the Film industry, saying “I have no talent 
whatsoever.| just sort of Fell into show business.” 


Pat Sheehan on People Are Funny -> 
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AFter parting ways with Holly wood, Pat wasted no time 
looking For another job. she read an advertisement in 
a local newspaper that was looking For dancers ata 
recently-constructed hotel and casino called The 
Tropicana and she was Selected out of approximately 
700 applicants who were vying For pseudostardom. On 
April 4,1957, Pat made her debut at [he Tropicana in 
Las Vegas, Nevada with a contract of Fering $200 a 
week (a salary that was negotiated by her agent, Lou 
Walters) lasting through June 10, 1958. 


oince she was performing alongside a bevy of 
gorgeous women, she had a makeover to stand out 
among her peers by curling and dying her hair 
platinum blonde while wearing tangerine lipstick 
(which would become a trademark of hers). Pat was 
part of the hotel's original lineup of showgirls that 
consisted of obscure bit-players and Former models 
Who hoped torevive a waning Gareer. 


Pat Sheehan and Dennis Crosby at Sy Devore’s Halloween Bash (October 31, 1957) -> 
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ohe reconnected with Bing Crosby while he was in 
Las Vegas visiting some Friends. After seeing Pat 
onstage during one of her performances, he had 
Flowers and a note sent to her hotel room. [he note 
read, “I saw you last night and you were So gorgeous.” 
They continued to date For months. He spontaneously 
proposed to her again, but she again refused. It was 
then that Bing realized Pat would never have him. 
Their relationship cooled afterwards, with the 
letters, gifts, and dinners coming toa halt. 


Pat briefly dated iconic musician Elvis Presley (he 
Flew her to meet his mother), writer Harry Crane, and 
millionaires Carl Anzalone and Robert Neal aFter 
parting ways with Bing Crosby. While dating Bing 
Crosby, Pat hada relationship with Eddie Fisher. Eddie 
was singer who performed at [he Tropicana 
between recordings. He was married to actress 
Debbie Reynolds, which had become an unhappy and 
contentious relationship. Pat and Fisher had a months- 
long aFFair, with Eddie contemplating leaving his wife 
For Pat. Their relationship ended when Eddie realized 


that an aFFair could tarnish his image, especially 
considering that Debbie was pregnant with their 
child. Although Eddie Fisher attempted to woo Pat after 
his eventual divorce, Pat was ho longer interested. 
Eddie Fisher wrote his autobiography Been There, 
Done That where he detailed his affair with Pat. 


ohecky Greene introduced Pat to Dennis Crosby in 
October 1957 ata nightclub called The Little Room in 
Beverly Hills,and rumors about their relationship 
began circulating shortly thereafter. They 
announced their relationship during an appearance at 
the Sy Devore’s Halloween Party. Their romance was 
met with cheers and jeers. Pat voiced their 
commitment to each other inan interview with The 
Miami Herald that “Denny and I have not announced an 
engagement.| love him, and he loves me, but so Far we 
have nodefinite wedding date.” In an interview with 
Modern screen, Bing expressed his approval by 
saying “The boy [Dennis] has to live his own life. We 
all do.” He explained to Dennis the one condition to 
approve of their relationship, saying "You know how 


much our Church has meant to your mother [Dixieland 
me. IF you can get the approval of the Catholic Church 
and be married in the same church in which| 
married Kathy, or one like it, youll have my blessing." 
Dennis replied, “Sure thing dad.” 


Pat Sheehan and Honey Merrill at The Tropicana Hotel - 1957 


Pat Sheehan and Dennis Crosby - 1958 -> 


Pat and Dennis announced their engagement shortly 
thereafter. They intended to honor Bing’s request, but 
their plans hita snag when they realized that Dennis 
would have diFFiculty Finding a priest to wed them. 
oince Pat was divorced with a son, representatives oF 
various catholic churches made it clear that it was 
not permissible to marry a divorcee without 
investigating the legality of that spouse’s prior 
marriage. [hey decided to postpone their plans 
indefinitely until they could locate her ex- husband. 
AFter discovering that she was pregnant, she met 
with Dennis For dinner EI Cholo to discuss their 
options. [hey decided to get married immediately. 


Pat Sheehan and Dennis Crosby were married on May 
4,1958 at the Gretha Green Wedding Chapel in Las 
Vegas, Nevada by Rev. James A. Herndon. she did not 
want her newborn to be labeled as illegitimate, as it 
could cause embarrassment For her and her soon-to- 
be-born child. It was an unconventional wedding that 
took place during a break between Pat's 
performances at Ihe Tropicana. Among the attendees 
at their wedding were singer Don Williams (Dennis’ 
best man), actor Gordon MacRae, and showgirls 
Dorothy “Dottie” Harmony (Elvis Presley's long-time 
girlfriend), Marilyn Darcy,and Marcia Darcy, Pat 
oheehan and Dennis Crosby were married on May 4, 
1958 at the Gretna Green Wedding Chapel in Las 
Vegas, Nevada by Rev. James A. Herndon. she did not 
want her newborn to be labeled as illegitimate, as it 
could cause embarrassment For her and her soon-to- 
be-born child. It was an unconventional wedding that 
took place during a break between Pat's 
performances at Ihe Tropicana. Among the attendees 
at their wedding were singer Don Williams (Dennis’ 


best man), actor Gordon MacRae, and showsgirls 
Dorothy “Dottie” Harmony (Elvis Presley's long-time 
girlfriend), Marilyn Darcy,and Marcia Darcy, with 
Dottie being in charge of the last-minute 
arrangements. Pat worea trench coat with her 
Showgirl attire underneath in lieu of a wedding gown, 
returning to [he Tropicana shortly after the 
ceremony to Finish her performance that night. They 
had a wedding reception the next day that was 
bombarded with reporters, photographers, and Fans. 


Patand Dennis’ marriage seemed promising until 
days after their wedding -and during their 
honeymoon sadly- when they received a phone call 
From areporter whoasked her about whether 
rumors about Dennis Fathering a child with another 
woman Were true. A paternity suit was Filed against 
Dennis shortly thereaFter. Allegedly, he hada 
relationship with Marilyn Miller ocott after meeting 
ata café in West Holly wood in January 1957. They had 
a daughter out of wedlock that they named Denise 
Michelle Crosby. Although Dennis initially denied that 


Denise was his child, he voluntarily supported her at 
the urging of Bing. [he negative publicity Forced Pat to 
leave her gig at the Tropicana roughly a month beFore 
her contract expired, leaving a letter to Monte Proser 
thanking him For helping her and her dance career. 
Monte later said publicly “Patis a nice kid. IF she 
wants to come back [to the Tropicana], she can.” 


Although Pat appeared onscreen and dated some of 
Holly wood's most Famous men, she is best known For 
her pictorials in Play boy. In 1956, she posed For sam 
Wu, who was a photographer for various men’s 
magazines throughout the 1950's and 1960's. His 
photographs of Pat caught the attention of Hugh 
HeFnher, who purchased them in May 1958 to publish in 
the upcoming October issue. Her appearance in 
Playboy was historical,as she shared the title of 
Playmate of the Month with Mara Corday. BeForehand, 
Hugh Hefner had never chosen two women to share 
that title. Bing unsuccessFully tried to persuade Hugh 
to retract the photographs, as he did not want his 
daughter-in-law being exploited like that. Pat herself 


was unaware that these photographs were going to 
appear in Play boy. she was interviewed For Play mate: 
Five Decades of Centerfolds (1996) by Cretchen 
Edgren, where she reminisced about the experience: 


“Sam Wu took some pictures. I signed a release and 
got paid $75, but he didn't say where they would 
appear. When the issue came out,|had just married 
Dennis Crosby. Bing wasn't too thrilled, but the boys 
loved me.” 


The Crosby Clan - 1960 


Pat and Dennis became one oF Holly wood’s Finest 
couples. [hey were Filmed, photographed, and 
interviewed while attending some oF Holly wood's 
most exclusive events, parties, and previews. Dennis 
continued to perform with his brothers Philip and 
Lindsay Gary Crosby had left the group) in an act 
known as The Crosby Brothers. Pat quit show 
business to Focus on raising a Family, saying “My 
marriage comes First.” Their marriage was 
strengthened when Dennis adopted Pat’s son Cregory 
on December 17,1958. 


Pat Sheehan with her sons at Elvis Presley's concert - 1964 


The Crosby’s marriage began to have issues 
resulting From Dennis’ alcoholism, so they agreed on 
a trial Separation on December 1962. Dennis was 
arrested later that month For intoxication. Pat and 
Dennis had a Formal separation on August 16, 1963, 
making the announcement a week later with Pat 
sayingin the Victoria Advocate that “I’m sorry it had to 
happen. Dennis is a Sweet person. We have both tried 
hard butare just incompatible. However, we still hope 
to work things out. We are going to make a strong 

ef Fort For both our sake and the children’s.” That 
didn’t happen, and Pat and Dennis divorced on July 3, 
1964. She accused him of being a bad Father, a 
habitable drinker, and a neglectFul 


husband, giving the Following testimony: 


“He would embarrass meat parties, and was seldom 
home. He would leave our Family For long periods oF 
time. Even at Christmas, he wouldn‘t come home. He's 
a good Father when he’s sober, but not when he’s 
drunk. That's no way to bring up three children.” 


In the book My Life with Bing, Kathryn Grant[Bing 
Crosby's wifeldescribed having First met Pat in what 
seemed to be conFlicting Feelings of adoration and 
envy: 


“In the middle of the cocktail party lat her and Bing’s 
home in Pebble Beach! stood Dennis with his new 
bride Patricia, the warmest, Friendliest girl l've ever 
Known. At the moment, however, her large heart was 
all too visible, because she had generously elected to 
wear her jax suit without the blouse. Obviously 
entranced, Dennis was keeping Pat supplied with 
ginger ale. she, who never drank hard liquor, was 


intoxicated with the attention that she was receiving. 
With her spectacular Figure and golden hair peek-a- 
booing over one eye in the style that Veronica Lake 
had popularized, she made every other woman in the 
room pale into insignificance. Everyone except Bing 
en joyed her display tremendously... the older 
generation would not be amused by the Flashiness of 
Holly wood as exemplified by Pat and Dennis.” 


AFter their divorce, Pat stayed in their Beverly Hills 
home with her sons. she changed her name to Pat 
Crosby,as she did not want people to know about her 
modeling career For the sake of her children. she 
had an on-fire social life and was Frequently seen 
dining at restaurants like La scala, the Luau, au Petit 
Jean, Dino’s Lodge, SteFanino’s, and the Daisy (a star- 
studded nightclub that required a membership Fee of 
$250) while attending a-list events with some of 

Holly wood's elites. 


ohe dated performers, directors, producers, 
entrepreneurs, and athletes. Among them were 
actors Harold Gould, Kem Dibbs, Omar ohariF, Ron 
Lerner, Jay Della,and Richard Tatro, producers David 
Gerber and Guy McEIwaine, socialites William 
Holmes and Anthony Rogell, businessmen Bob 
Wasserman, Anthony scotti, Martin Kimmel, Paul 
Robertson, Charles Baron, Arnold Sugarman, and Herb 
Edwards, comedian Dick Martin, Football players 

Ben jamin scotti and Don Klosterman, director Allen 
Reisner, singer Cantinflas, detective Freddie Otash, 
and agents Gene Yusem and Ted Witzer. 


One of her serious relationships was with Lee Hyatt,a 
liquor salesperson For Drambuie who was known 
around Holly wood For mingling with celebrities, in 
1955 after meeting each other at the wedding of model 
Naida Curtis. They Fell in love, and Pat left her 


apartmentin West Holly wood to move in with Lee at 
his modest home in Malibu. she used his surname 
“Patricia A. Hyatt”,and was candid about her 
relationship with Lee in various interviews. [hey 
parted ways after Pat started dating Eddie Fisher. _Lee 
eventually married Myrna Hansen, an actress who 
starred in Man Without a Star (1955) and Party Girl 
(1958). 


Pat Sheehan and Curtis LeMay 


Although there was speculation that Pat had married 
Lee, those rumors were dismissed with Pat telling 
columnist Earl Wilson “I went with the boy and we 
thought of getting married, but we didn’t even get 
close to it. He probably is spreading the rumor we got 
married.” Pat resumed dating Lee-who had become a 
wealthy realtor- in April 1967 after he divorced 
Myrna. 


Pat Sheehan and Rod Taylor- December 2,1967 -> 


Perhaps her most notable romance was with 
Australian actor Rod Taylor, who starred in such Films 
as The Birds (1963) and Hotel (1967). The met in 1968 
while he was married to Mary Hilem, who resembled 
Pat From many angles. Pat described him as being 
kind and hardworking, yet brash. His cursing and 
colorful humor would cause embarrassment For her, 
particularly when he told oF F-color jokes in Front of 
close Friends like Paul Newman. Pat's Friends thought 
that he was “the one” though, and that they would get 
married in the hopes that she and her children would 
have some Stability in their lives. 


Pat Sheehan and Rod Taylor at the Director’s Guild Theater - August 19,1970 -> 


Pat Sheehan and Honey Merrill at the Beads, Bangles, and Beards Extravaganza - May 
11,1968 


AFter years of dating though, their relationship 9rew 
sour. [hey argued and Foughta lot, and it did not help 
matters when she heard about her son Dennis’ 
alleged one-night stand with Rod’s Father. Rod was Fed 
up with Dennis’ drug abuse, repeatedly urging Pat to 
get him into rehab. Pat wouldnt consider it,as she was 
in denial that her son needed treatment. In addition, 
she suspected that he was being unFaithFul to her as 
he had been during his prior romances. [hese 


numerous differences created the perfect storm 
For a Failed romance. [hey Finally broke up in the 
early 1970's after he had caught Pat looking through 
his mail after returning From an errand, which she 
did to put her suspicions about infidelity to rest. Rod 
eventually wed Carol Yaemi Kikumura,adancer who 
starred in Flower Drum Song (1961). Although he had 
decades-long marriage with Carol, Rod would 
sometimes refer to Patas “The one that got away.” 
AFter their breakup, she had a brief romance with 
singers Gene simmons, Jack Cassidy, Dean Martin, 
Dean Paul Martin, and Phillip Lambro, the latter whom 
documents Pat extensively in his autobiography Close 
Encounters of the Worst Kind. 


Her last long-term relationship was with Thomas 
Holbrook. [They metatan eventhosted by Jack Haley 
Jr.and they lived together in Monterey County For 
years. [homas would later say that she was the most 
gorgeous woman he ever dated, even more gorgeous 
than Jane Fonda despite being several years older 
than her. 


In addition to their close relationship, they also 
collaborated on Thomas’ project, the John Wayne 
Film Festival. This was a planned event that would 
showcase various Films of John Wayne's annually in 
the soviet Union. Pat was instrumental in persuading a 
lot of celebrities to participate in the event, while 
Thomas was able toattract investors like Coca-Cola. 
Her Friend, Frank oinatra, assisted in organizing the 
eventas well. [he project was abandoned after the 
Berlin Wall was demolished on December 22, 1989. 


Pat Feared aging, and dating -not marriage- made her 
Feel young and desirable. Pat seemed to shift her 
perspective years later; she regretted not marrying. 
This attitude was reflected in an interview in 
Playmate: Five Decades of Centerfolds where she 
said, “I still look good, and I'm sure]! will[marry] 
someday.” 


Pat would often rely on close Friends during 
hardships, particularly during her later years. she 
burned through a lot of the money that she eared 
during her years as a Flamboyant starlet,even selling 
memorabilia and heirlooms that she accumulated 
over the years. sandra Giles, an actress who starred 
in Daddy-O (1958), was someone whom she relied on in 
the early 1980's. Her daughter, sandra Piller,oversees 
a production company in Los Angeles, California. she 
remembers the close bond that her mother and Pat 
had: 


“My mom [Sandra Giles]and Pat had been Friends 
since the 1960's. I’m sorry to hear that she died. | 
remember that she couldn't afford her apartment and 
had to move in with my mom.|think this happened 
sometime in the late 1970's, but| can’t recall. Mom had 
a small apartment with wood Floors, so Pat slept in the 
living room on a foam pad. It was really sad. Cathy 
Crosby also moved in For a while too. [hey probably 
stayed for abouta year.” 


Pat continued to date Thomas Holbrook into the 1990's. 
They lived together in Carmel-by-the-sea -a short 
distance From Clint Eastwood’s mansion- For years. 
Their days would consist of walks at Pebble Beach 
and dining at the local country club. Although they 
loved each other and contemplated marriage, 165 Pat's 
struggles with alcoholism strained their relationship. 
Many of Pat's contemporaries struggled with 
alcoholism and her Father had been an alcoholic, so 
this addiction was not surprising. she often pleaded 
with Thomas much to his dismay to bring her hard 
liquor on his way home From work. This led to their 
eventually breakup. 


On May 4,1991, Pat's ex-husband Dennis Crosby 
committed suicide in Novato, California using a 
Friend's shotgun. He had recently divorced his wife, 
Arleen, and he was saddened by the recent suicide oF 
his brother Lindsay. In addition, he was working at 
Denny's asacook because of Financial difFiculties. 
Arleen Newman confirmed this inan interview with 
STAR, saying "Lindsay's suicide devastated him.” 
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Throughout the 1990's, Pat Focused more on her 
Family than in prior years. ohe spenta lot of her time 
with her sons and grandson, Luke. she had some 
Financial difficulties and moved into a one-bedroom 
apartmenton North Kingsley Drive in Los Angeles 
aFter having Filed For bankruptcy. It was during this 
decade that Pat worked at Gucci on Rodeo Drive, 
where customers would walk in thinking that she 
was amovie Star. Her supervisor absolutely admired 
her, begging her to stay onboard when she considered 
retirement. 


Although her sons and some admirers were more 
than willing to support her, she always insisted on 
supporting herself. “She always wanted to keep 
working. She didn ‘t want to be dependent on anyone,” 
said [Thomas Holbrook. Pat was always Self-suFFicient 
regardless of the hardships that she went through. 
Quoting Bing Crosby, “She [Pat] has always been 
independent... always hardworking.” 


By the 2000's, Pat's health began to deteriorate. she 
was walking around North Beverly Park after visiting 
some Friends when she collapsed onto the nearby 
turf. Thankfully, some joggers Found her minutes 
later and rushed her toa nearby hospital. Doctors 
discovered that she had suffered a severe stroke. 
ohe endured months of therapy where she learned 
to speak, eat, and walk properly. 


Although she madea miraculous recovery with no 
permanent damage, she became somewhat 
reclusive. she was embarrassed about the ordeal and 
didn't want Friends knowing about what she had 
endured, with Friends saying that she disappeared 
From the public eye. Pat had suffered From Arthritis 
For decades and was plagued with heart Failure. she 
was diagnosed with breast and uterine cancer in 
2005. she moved in with her Friend Gloria Haley so 
She could heal without any Financial burdens. 


Theirony was that her illnesses were Self-inFlicted, 
as she had spent years trying toreverse the aging 
process using dangerous methods such as diet pills - 
often laced with Amphetamines and Barbiturates- and 
hormone replacement therapy. [he prognosis was not 
good, but she miraculously recovered througha 
combination of chemotherapy and holistic medicine. 
Unfortunately, the aggressive treatments began to 
aFFect her health. Her heart Failure worsened. she 
didn’t want to be dependent on devices that would 
aFfFect her quality of life, so she opted to Forgo 
surgery. she spent her Final years atan apartment 
1124 N La Cienega Blvd in West Holly wood, with her 
dignity and class intact. 


Pat sheehan passed away on June 14, 2006 in Beverly 
Hills, California From a heart attack. she was buried at 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glendale, California 
among Holly wood's stars. [he Los Angeles Times and 
Classic Images published obituaries of her, and 
Fellow alumnus sisvan Der Harootunian wrote an 
article in [he Galileo Observer in her honor. On April 


26, 2019, the Galileo Academy of science and 
Technology inducted her to the Galileo Hall of Merit. 
Although she is best known as Playboy's Play mate oF 
the Month For October 1958 who married Bing Crosby's 
son, she was so much more. ohe was a kind person, a 
loyal Friend, and a loving mother. 
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